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Friendly Advice : 


O R, 


| A Circumciſing- Knife 


To cut off that 


| Superfluous Branch, 
1 


| Becauſe the Old Subtil Serpent, 1 


bl Affirmation | 


1 be the Author of it. 


ALSO 


A * Words ſhewing that our Carnal Warriors, 
who have been Fighting for the World, both 
by Tongue and Pen, (as appears by their Con- 
tentions and Controverſie-Books) are not like 
—_— and Res Followers. | 


„ 


Tee Sinners in Zion are ald, Fearfulneſs hath 
| ſurpriſed the — Ifat. 33. 14- 


LONDON: 


Rt 


think, 1s very plainly Proved to 
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T's very likely, it may ſtem ſtrange to ſome; 
that I ſhould write againſt the Solemn Afirma- 
tion, as tis called, becauſe I have taken or uſed 


it my ſelf: To inform, and let all ſuch know, Fdid 


never take the Affirmation either for Profit or for 
Pleaſure ; but being over-prevailed with to go to 
chooſe Parliament Men in our County ſome Years 
ago, and upon that account I did take it, and u 

on no other account, But then in the midſt of the 
Crowd the Lord found me out, and his Diſpleaſure, 


I believe, was againſt me, and his Power burned as 


a Fire in my Bones, for uſing the Sacred Name of 
Almighty GOD upon ſo Trifling a Matter, when 
every Word ought or might have been Eſtabliſſd 
by two or three Witneſſes. And from that time 
F have had a Teſtimony to bear for God, againſt 
the Affirmation, that hath brought ſo much Con- 
fuſion amongſt us in this Day and Time: Confuſion 


I think it hath brought to the full; becauſe it hath 


marr'd or ſpoiPd many of our Miniſters, ſome by 
entering into hot Diſputings and Contendings for 
it, and others by Preaching and Writing to vindi- 
cate it; many of whom, I believe, before this War 
began amongſt us, did ſhine as the very Stars in 


God's Firmament, by his Power, but ſince they are 


become as a dark and cloudy Day. For if they 
were not in groſs Darkneſ:, they would not con- 


tend, diſpute and quarrel for this World, and. 
things in it, ſo as to break their Peace and Unity 
one with another. | - < - 


And 


—— — 


eee A 
e 
WIL OE hors SN; 


[Ss 


N 
* — —_— — * 
* 1 7 
* tn; Golf 8. 
— — ES 


7 2 — 2 
o —— 2 


; y p „ © uns 
1 8 N „ * * — ; * «4 7 7 # 
tb : SITY! n + +165 nd He RY f * . =. \ 
* * ＋ 4 2 r n "Oe . wr a . . 1 - * "+ 424) >. \ * J 
af a Et 2 pL ne NE "G4, $3452; 30 1 ts, "8 ; 
ID Co ee ER LE oe id COS Pap nt, OE T2 oe = NS * 
= a 3 dar " , 
2 5 . 
- * I 
6 * 1 


ſtanding that my Writings were againſt it, Ca 4 


ters, as now it is. 


- 
— err . — — — — — ooo neonate th 


And fo to acquaint thee, Reader, of the very firſt” 
Secaſion of my Writing after this manner, it was 
on this wiſe, . Our Friends began firſt that were 
for the Affirmation, when we were generally in 
Love and Unity one with another; and then they 
made a Minute the 5th of the 12th Month 1712-3, 


« that thoſe that were Diſſatisfied with the Affir- 


& mation ſhould bring their Reaſons in Writing to 


ee the next Monthly Meeting of their Diſſatisfa&tion.' 
So here was a plain Engagement, and here the 
War firſt began amongſt us. For according to 


the Direction of the Minute that was made, we 


that were Diſſatisfied with the Affirmation did 


bring ſeveral Written Teſtimonies againſt it, Four 
ir all, I think, which were Read in the Monthly 
Meeting; but then could have no Judgment given, 
for or againſt our Written Teſtimonies, but were 
referred to the Quarterly Meeting at Guilford, and 


there to be Judged. And I being one that was ap- 


pointed to attend the Service of the Quarterly 
Meeting, was permitted to carry my Writings my 
ſelf, which 1 defired might be heard Read, and 
Judged. But then the greateſt part of that Meet- 
ing ſeemed to be for the Affirmation, and under- 


4 


voted me down, and would have nothing Read 


willingly that was againſt the Affir mation. . 
But I think this Practice of Voting and Num- 


bering, that is gotten up of late amongſt us, who 
pretend to be led and guided by the infallible Spirit 
of God, ſeems to me to be a very hurtful and 
wrong Practice, and never was uſed in the Primi- 
tive Church, as I can find, upon ſuch Trifling Mat- 


And fo when I could have no Judgment given, 
by neither Quarterly nor Monthly Meetings, either 
for or againſt what I had been concerned and in- 
gaged to write, neither by two Meetings in London, 


where I offer d them to be Read; but the. greateſt 
224 | part 
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5 | Affirmation, and would not ſuffer the Reading of 


fuſe to hear, and for what Reaſon I know nor. 72 


that have been concerned for the Welfare of Sion, 


FF male alſo: Which ſeems to me, that this is the 
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- — br thoſe Meetings alſo ſeemed to be for the 


n 


them. All which ſeems very ſtrange to me, that 
we ſhould be above hearing one another in this day 
and time, For if the cunning Enemy had got me 
into his Net, and had got Advantage over me, and 
had drawn my Mind out to write any unſound Do- 
ctrine, it is very plain there was none would lend 
4 Hand to help, becauſe thoſe Meetings did all re- 


And what I have written is with no deſign to rn 
ſtir up Strife and Contention, but rather to ſtop 8 21 
that current of Strife and Contention, that hath P | 
run down amongſt us of late like a mighty Stream, cl. 
to the Grief of many of the Spiritual Travellers, . 


and the Proſperity of new Jeruſalem, that ſeems to 
me to be coming down from God out of Heaven. 
But it is very plain, that the old cunning Enemy 
hath caſt a fine Bait amongſt us, the Love of the 
World, and the Glory of it. And here the Enemy 
hath gotten us out of God's holy High Way, that 


» 


Ages; 


3 8 Men of God have walked in, in many 


r they were all along ſhelter'd and pre- 


= ſerved under God's Holy Spirit, and that was a 
brave Shelter indeed. ws RE 7 | 


But we coming from under this Shelter of God's 
Holy Spirit, and deſiring a Shelter from Man, whoſe 
Breath is in his Noſtrils. And here the War be⸗ 


San, one crying up this Way, and another cryin 
up that, or another Way; or one this Form o 


Words, and another another Form of Words. And 


bere it ſeems to me, that it hath been the Dragon's 


Work to ſet us at Strife and Variance one with 
another. And now there is a plain War begun a» 
mongſt us: Spirits and Spirits are ingaged one 


= againſt another, almoſt in a general way. For this 


War hath not only affected the Male, but the Fe- 
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Heayen. And that all thoſe that are a fighting in 


Dragon and his Angels to fight. for the World, 
But I believe the War will not laſt long in Heaven, 
For the Dragon and his Company will be caſt out 
ere long; and then Wo to the Inhabitants of the 
Earth, or Earthly Heart, where the Dragon is caſt 
into and imbraced; for the Affirmation, that hath 
been the occaſion of this War amongſt. this Spiri: 
nal. Iſrael in this day, ſeems to me to be pleaded 


1. 

| ndantly below the Spirit of Chriſt. 3 
For it ſeems a plain Contradict ion to me, that 
wwe ſhould own our ſelves to be Led and Guided by 
the infallible Spirit of God, and can own our ſelves 

alſo in the Preſence 7 Almighty God, and at the ſame 
time to be afraid © Suffer ings I ſays if this is not 
a plain Contradiction, I know not what is. And it 
is very plain, I think, that we afraid of Sufferings, 


% 


_ | PEPE | 

And ſo to conclude, Tho? Man has refuſed to 

ear, yet I believe the Lord will: heat the Sigblng 
of the Poor, and the Crying of the Needy, an 


Iiverance z. and unto him I commit my Cauſe, who 


and for evermore. Amen. 


ERRAT A. 


P. .J. S. f. by r. in the Preſence of- 18 22 =» 
And if there, be any other Expreſſions omitted, or not ſo 
well explained, as they ought to be, tis believed, the true Tra- 
vellers towards Zion will not be offended thereat, becauſe it is well 


World, and in Fellowſkiip with the 
- # 4 i | 


Wer that John mentions in the Revelations, War in 


their Spirits for the Affirmation, are a helping the 
N a low, fearful, antichriſtian Spirit, that is a- 


An ich hath been and is the very occaſion of onr 
ling into Confuſion in this day and tim. 


is ever worthy of all Honour and Glory, both now 7 
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Ccording to a Minute made at our Monthly 
Meeting at Croydon, on the Fifth of the 
Twelfth Month, 17. to deſire any that 


— were Diſſatisfied with the Affirmation, to bring 
KT their Reaſons in Writing, of their Diſſatisfaction, 
== to the next Monthly Meeting at Wanſworth : John 


Lamb being Diſſatisfied with the Affirmation, Sives 
the Reaſons following. 


Firſt, The very Occaſion for 


| 5 more than Tea and Nay, I think, * Tea, Tea, Nays 


is Evil: And Nay. is 2 ſound Scrip- 
| 1 5 oh b 
Secondly, I think that the Affr- Chriſt; le Affirms 


: x | : | the Athrma- 
mation is more, and of a higher tion Form not Scrip- 
Import, and more in Subſtance, rural, therefore nor 


than Tea, Tea, and Nay, N. ay *, be- Lawiut to be uſed by 


=. cauſe the Name of Almighty God Kink. 
is expreſſed in the Affirmation 


2 e \ and 


4 F PR 
p : 4 . * 2 4 Soon . & — — — os 


Chriſts Followers, I 


Trifles. 
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and the Name of Cod is expreſſed in an Oath: 


Therefore, I think, not Lawful for us to uſe. in 
our Low and Temporal Matters, 


_ 1 


For the Sacred Name of Almighty God is of fo 


Bleſſed a Nature, to thoſe that are Born again of 


ka that Inviſible Power, as not to 

1 This 1s my qudg. he uſed in our poor Trifling and 
ment, That the Name - Thi | | | 
of Almighty GOD Peri ing Matters. For the Name 
ought not to be uſed of the Lord is a ſtrong Tower, the 
in Trifling Matters; Righteous runneth there, and are 


and I call thoſe Tri- ,. x . : 
Gs Chen ſafe; and the Name of the Lord is 


the Name of Almighty 45 Precious Ointment, which makes 
God is uſed about a glad the Heritage of God: There- 


ſew Candles or Sheep- fore they dare not uſe the Name 
Skins, er lach like of the Lord in vain, that are 

Redeemed from Contentions; 
for they that Name, or uſe the Name of the Lord, 


ought to depart. from Iniquity; becauſe it is Ini- 


quity, Contention, and Unbelief, which is the 


occaſion of Oaths and Affirmations: Therefore 
every one, that hath known any thing of the Re- 


deeming Power of the Lord, to Redeem them from 
Sin and Iniquity, they ought to Refrain all Oaths, 


and all Afirmations, wherein the Name of Al- 


mighey God is expreſſed. For jeſus Chriſt hath 


prohibited or forbid all Oaths or Swearing, ac- 
cording to Matthew's Teſtimony; and the Apoſtle 


Fames cautions his Brethren, not to Swear at all, 


who, without doubt, knew very well his Maſter's 


Mind and Commandment. | 3 
Object. But perhaps ſome may ſay, That Paul eæ- 


preſſed himſelſ, in ſome of his Epiſtles, in as high Terms 


as the Affirmation. 


Anſw. J would ask all thoſe, How often he ex- 


preſled himſelf ſo before Magiſtrates in Temporal 


Matters? 
Paul ſaid, Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever elſe 


W hat 


p13 4 


ye do, ye ought to Do all to the Honour of Cd. Now M 
I would ask all thoſe that plead for the Affirmation, 
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What Glory and Honour they do bring to the 
Name of the Lord, that uſe the Affirmation in Tri- 
fling Matters? But Paul did ſpeak in ſome Caſes by 
Permiſſion, and not of Commandment; and like- 
wiſe Circumciſed and Baptized, which he declared 
he was not ſent to do, but to Preach the Goſpel. 
X Therefore if Paul did any thing by Permiſſion, we 
have no Commandment to do ſo likewiſe. For if 
be did expreſs himfelf in thoſe Terms, in my judg- 
ment, it was in the Zeal of his Mind, being brought 
up under that Diſpenſation, wherein they might or 
did take a large Liberty, in ſome Caſes; becauſe it 
was in the very Infancy of the Spreading of the 


Ceremonial Parts of the former Diſpenſation were 
wholly aboliſhed. „ my 
Obj. But perhaps ſome may ſay, That ſome of our 


* Thoſe "Sk were in 
» x» 55 | E DD h d 
in thoſe Days) I judge them not; yin being Payits 


* as our Elder in Chriſt, George or Jeſuits, did ſome- 
Fox, glves an account at large; times uſe the Name 


and that the whole | of the Lon, to clear 
Nun Tendency of the Truth from ſuch 


his Teſtimony was againſt the Scandals: But to uſe 
Pope's Supremacy, and all his Su- the Name of Almigh- 
perſtitious and Idolatrous Inven- ty 600 in Triflinę 


X - 

For tions, to abſolve Sins; ſee his dauer, is 2 Slade 
Journal. And many other El- hk 3 NT TE 

x- ders, who are at Reſt, denying 

al all Popiſh Ways, and their Saints Teſtimonies. 

And Robert Barclay ſays, The Queſtion is not, 

iſe what Peter and Paul did; but what their and our 

Maſter taught. to be done. For we are to hear 


the Son in all things; and he ſaid, Swear not at all. 
. Chur 


X Goſpel of Glad-Tidings, and before many of the 
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(But he taught his Followers then, as he doth this 


ſhould be Nay.) For he ſaid, Let your Communi- 
cation be Iea, Yea, Nay, Nay. For, I think, to ſet 
any thing above his Doctrine, is to ſet Antichriſt 
above Jeſus Chriſt, and to make void his Teſtt- 
mony. For of what.Uſe will Jeg and Nay be to us, 
if we expreſs our ſelVes, ty God, the Mit- 
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Will Tea and Nay be to us, when we cannot be Be- 

lieved without a National Form? Is not this a mix- 

ing with the Nations? And do not our Preachers 

tell us, we muſt not mix with the Nations; but 

this Spiritual Iſrael muſt dwell alone? And is not 

this Affirmation-Form of as high a Nature as their 

| gcc Oath? And do not the Law- 

Palins the AN makers look upon it ſo In all 
Parliament, made in | 3% | 

EE Courts of Juſtice in England, as 

if ſuch Quakers had taken an 

Oath in the uſual Form? Far- lemegt 

the Name of 4 2 T ht Gos ir fi „ 111 117 T, / I 


_Theretore both Oat and Affirmation to be a- 
yoided by us, who have in any Meaſure, come 
under the Yoke and Government of him, who ſaid, 
Swear not at all. And if the Unbelieving World 
will not believe us in Tea and Nay, if we Suffer 
for Righteouſneſs ſake, we are pronounced Bleſſed 
by Chriſt. 

Is not the Tendency of all our Preaching to bring 


* 


LY 


Followers, Be Perfect, as his Heavenly Father is Per- 


that you are my Diſciples, 1} you Love one another; and 
if ye Love me, keep my Commandments? And doth not 
he ſay, Let your Communication be Tea, Yea, Nay, Nay; 
for whatſoever is more than theſe, cometh of Evil? And 
doth not he ſay, Mhoſocver ſhall Break one of theſe 
leaſt Commandments, and ſhall Teach Men ſo to do, 


Day, that our Yea ſhould be Yea, and our Nay 


neſs of the Truth of what I ſay? 1 ſay, Of what Uſe 


vs to Perfection? And doth not Jeſus Chriſt bid his 
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feet? And doth not he ſay, By this ſhall all Men know 
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—. 
ſhall be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven: But ©, 
whoſoever ſhall do and teach them, ſhall be called great 

in the Kingdom of Heaven? Therefore let us all have 
a care of Breaking the leaſt of Chriſt's Command- 5 
ments, leſt we be called the leaſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. | 

And did not Jeſus Chriſt ſay, three times to 2 
== Peter, Loveſt thou me? Who replyed, Lord, tbon _ 7 
nome ſt all things, thou knoweſt that I Love thee. Here = 
we may take notice of the large Acknowledgment 
of Peter's Love to his Lord and Maſter; and yet, 
tho? he had ſeen many wonderful things, as the 
Blind made to ſee, the Deaf made to hear, the 
XZ Lame made to walk, Lepers cleanſed, the Dead 
X raifed, and many Thouſands fed in a Miraculous 
g manner, with a few Loaves and ſmall Fiſhes; and 
vet after all theſe Miracles, and a great many more, 
which, without doubt, Peter ſaw; yet he had a 
weak part in him, when Paul withſtood him to the 
Face, becauſe he was to be blamed. 


= Therefore if wy of our Elder Eriends have had ee 
2 Weak Part, or Have been taken with any Weak- 4 
== nels, or poffeſſed with Fear, and have expreſſed #4" * «es 
= themſelves in any manner that is not Warranta- 
ble; let not any of us make a Building upon their / TY 
= Weak Parts, to ſet up any thing as an Ordinance 
in the Church of Chriſt in this Day. ; 
And doth not Jeſus Chriſt ſay again to his Diſ- 
ciples, But whom ſay ye that I am? And did not 
Peter anſwer, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living 
= God? And Jeſus anſwered, Fleſh and Blood hath not 
= Revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And did not Chriſt ſay, Thou art Peter, and 
upon this (Foundation or) Rock I will build my Church, 


10t and the Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. And 
4); This is the Foundation that we muſt be built upon, 
nd if we come to be Diſciples indeed. CE} 
eſe All the World is at a Loſs, when they have 
do, loſt the Revelation_of the Father and the Son A 

| | 1 e | An 
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And this is the Nation's loſs, having loſt the = 
Love of God in themſelves, and the Revelation of 
the Son z then they go about to ſet up Forms in 
their dark Underſtandings, their Hearts and Minde 
being full of Darkneſs; and in this State comes 
Contention, Strife and Envy, and all the Works 

of the Adverſary of all Mankind. For, as the 
Apoſtle Fames obſerves, From whence comes Wars and 
Fightings? Come they not hence, even of your Luſts, that 
War in your Members? And is not this the occaſion, 
that many of our Spiritual Travellers have met 
with many Buffetings, and hard Exerciſes, from 
thoſe that have had their Life in Forms, and out- 
ward Obſervations? And hath it not been the 
Enemy's Work to beſet us in our Spiritual Jour- 
ney, and to bring us into Bondage again ? But we 
are commanded to come out of Babylon, out of Con- 
fuſjon ; and come into that Liberty wherewith Feſus 
Chriſt hath ſet us free, and be not Intangled with the 
Hoke of Bondage. For the Affirmation, to me, is a 
r 1 - 3 
For what was the Reaſon that many of the Fol- 
lowers of jeſus Chriſt ſuffered Buffetings, Stock- 
_ ings, Stonings, Whippiags, and Impriſonments, 
aud even Death it ſelf, but becauſe they could not 
be Conformable to the Unbelieving World? There- 

. fore it is a great pity, that we ſhould ſhun the Croſs, 
. dich was their Crown and Glory. | : 
Wi „No the Reaſon, as I take it, that our Friends, 
W'3 E that ſeek for the Affirmation to be renewed again, 
1 is to protect them from Suffer ings. But the Apo- 
ſtle Paul ſaid, All that will live Godly in Chrift Feſus, 
ſhell fuffer Perſecution. Did ever Jeſus Chriſt, or 
any of his Apoſtles, ſeek to the Governours of this 
World to protect them from Suffering? Doth not 
Jeſus. Chriſt ſay to his Followers, For whoſoever will 

/ fave his Life, ſhall loſe it; but whoſoever will loſe his 
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Life for my ſake, ſhall find it? IS not our ſeeking 
/ to the Government for the Affirmation, a ſnunning 


— _ — —— of 


q , * * 
© p24 OT CO EAT ent; IR rg 4%. - - P n 2 1 „ „ een an 


him? Did ever Jeſus 


ma any of his Fo Keie ſerve their Turns in 
= Ternours of this World, to Carnal Matters. 


port, than Tea, Tea, Nay, Nay? I believe that to 
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of the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt? And did not he ſayj 
= T7 ey that will be his Diſciples, muſt 10 4 
rake up their daily Croſs, and fallow 


* I think our Affir- 
mation-Men make 2 
. Tool of the Scriptures, 


* 


prötect Them from Suffering far.. 

= Is Name and Truth's ſake ? Or did he not rather 
*X fay to his Followers, That when they ſhould be 
XX brought before Kings and Governours for his Name 
*XZ /ake, that then they ſhould not meditate, or take 
thought, what to anſwer, for it ſhould be given them 
in that ſame Hour, what they ſhould anſwer ; for it 
was not they that ſpake, but the Spirit of their Heauen- 
9) Father that ſpake in them, (which all their Adver- 
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Þ 5 ſaries ſhould not be able to gainſay or- reſiſt?) And did 


88 


not many of his Followers ſuffer, becauſe th 
could not be Confor mable to the Unbelieving 
World? And have not many of our Elder Friends 
= ſuffered for Chriſt's ſake? And did not many - of 
them rejoice, that they were counted worthy: to 
== Suffer for Chriſt's ſake ? And did not the Apoſtle - 
of Jefus Chriſt count the loſs of all outward things 
as Droſs and Dung, in compariſan of the Favour 
and Love of God? And did not Moſes ſay, A Pro- 
"= phet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up from amongſt. your 
= Brethren like unto me, him. ſhall you hear in all things; 
and be that refuſeth to hear that Prophet, ſhalt be cut off 
= from amongſt the People? And did not Mofes chooſe 
rather to ſuffer Affliction with the People of God, than 
to enjoy the Treaſures in Egypt? And is not this 
Prophet Feſws Chriſt, that we are to hear in all 
things? And he ſaid, Let your Communication be Tea, 
Tea, Nay, Nay. And doth he ever after give di- 
= rections to any of his Followers, in any of his Say- 
ings, to uſe any Form of Speech, either to Affirm 
or Deny, above Tea and Nay? And is not the Affr- 
mation more in Subſtance, and of a higher Im- 


2 . 
3 Þ 
3 


3 — 83 # 9 


SHAPE + > © 
© „ . pen 
n 
3 3 
3 COR col 
N N 


ſay, 


9 'fay, LI ACE in the Preſence of Almighty God, the 
Witneſs of the Truth of what I ſay] is more, in every 
reſpect, than Tea, Tea, Nay, Nay. Theſe Plain and 
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Innocent Sayings of Chriſt are plain, and need no 


Private Interpretation, in my judgment. 

Doth not Jeſus Chriſt fay, He that bears theſe Say- 
ings of mine, and doth them not, I liken him to a fooliſh 
Builder, that built his Houſe upon the Sand, or a Sandy 

K Foundation, that when Floods of 
Perſecution comes, and Beats upon 
that Houſe, it will fall, becauſe it 
is not built upon 4 Rock, or good 
Foundation? * And in my Judg- 
ment, the Affirmation is built 
np _ _— OS; 
V becauſe the Builders thereof are 
* afraid of Suffering, if they can- 
not obtain it. But I never read, in any Records, 
of any that ſuffered for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, and the 
Goſpel, that had occaſion to Repent thereof upon 
a Dying Bed; but many have rather rejoiced, that 
they were counted worthy to Suffer for the ſake of 
— —© 1 . 
Did ever Jeſus Chriſt, or any of his Apoſtles or 
Followers, ſpend their Money upon Lawyers and 
Counſellors, to have Laws made for them, to Pro- 
tect them from Sufferings? Or have we any Exam- 
ple for ſeeking for the Affirmation, under this Goſ- 
pel-Diſpenſation of the Son, whoſe Blood was ſned 
for our Redemption? And doth not Peter, in his 
General Epiſtle, give Counſel to his Brethren, and 
all the the Followers of Jeſus Chriſt; Beloved, think 
it not ſtrange concerning the Fiery Trial, which is to try 
you, as if ſome ſtrange thing happened unto you But 
rejoice, in as much as ye are partakers of Chriſt's Suffer- 
ings, that when his Glory ſhall be revealed, ye may be 
glad alſo with exceeding Foy. If ye be a or 
the Name of Chriſt, bappy are ye; for the Spirit of 
Glory, and of God reſteth upon you; On their part . 
evi 


* Many have re- 
joyced, that they have 
ad any thing to loſe 
for Chriſt's Ale: But 
many in our time, 1 
/ think, have ſtrained 
the Scriptures for a 
Form to keep them 
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evil ſpoken of, but on your part he is glorified. But let 


none of you ſuffer as a Murderer, or as a Thief, or as 


| Tet if any Man ſuffer as a Chriſtian, let him not be a- 
ſhamed; but let him glorifie God on this behalf. Where- 
fore let them that ſuffer, according to the will of God, 
commit the keeping of their Souls to him in all well doing, 
as unto a Faithful Creator, 1Pet. 4. 12, 13, 14, 15,16, 


Suffering. For, from whence e 
came Perſecution? And where „f Ie Ven was 

| : the Author of Perſe 
Was the Root and Foundation cution in all Ages. 
of it? Did it not come from the 


Cain, when it ſet him to ſlay his Brother Abel, 
whom the Lord had a Reſpect for? Is not the 


=> plead the cauſe of the Innocent, in all the Genera- 
tions of the World? Hath he ever failed the 
- Righteous, in any of their Afflictions, if they have 
put their Truſt in him? Did 
not Jeſus Chriſt ſay, || Take my E 
15 * Toke upon you, and learn of me, fe 07 be obedient to him, 
my Toke is eaſie, and my Burthen is he has promis'd Reſt 
12373 light, and you ſhall fin reſt to your ro the Soul, which is 
Souls? Therefore, I believe, all are . 
3 riendſhip of this fa- 
that can wear the Yoke of Chriſt ang World. 
truly and faithfully, will never 

have occaſion to Repent thereof; but many that 
have come under the Affir mation-Voke, will have 
occaſion to Repent thereof, I believe. 3 


Was it not for fear of Suffering that the Affir- 
mation was ſought for at the Hr ff And is it not 
= for fear of Suffering, that it is now ſo much Con- 


= tended for? What ſaid the Apoltle, or Beloved 
x Diſciple, to ſuch, (take notice) The_Fearful and 


vil | Vnbelieving, and the Abominable, and Murderers, and 
= JS p ore- 


Fl 25 


02 p 
Feen 8 
r 

r 

+ LO AR 


19. Take notice of Peter's Exhortation, all you 
Pretended, Nominal, and Fearful Chriſtians, that 
are poſſeſſed with a Slaviſh Fear of Perſecution and 


Serpent in the beginning? Did it not get Root in 


Lord the ſame that ever he was? And will he not 


an Evil-doer, or as a Buſie Body in other Mens matters. 
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Whoremongers, And Seen and n and all 
Lyars, ſhall have their Portion in the Lake that burneth 
with Fire and Brimſtone ; which is the ſecond Death? 
Rev. 21. 8. He that overcometh, ſhall inherit all things; 
and I will be his God, and he ſhall be my Son, ver. 7. 
Now it appears to me, that we have not over- 
come ay things, becauſe we are poſſeſſed with this 
Spirit of Fear. Doth not this 
Ir appears to me, Spirit of Fear gender to Bon- 
that we are polleed dage, and is below the Spitit 
wrh a Slavih Fear, of Chriſt? From whence came 
and cannot give up 
our Cauſe to God, Fear? and where was the Root 
| whoſe we do profeſs and Foundation of it? Did it 
30 be. not firſt appear in Adam, after 
1 he had diſobeyed the Command RF 
of the Lord, when he enn to hide himſelf?; 
And is not the Affirmation a Shelter to hide us from | 
the Storms of Perſecution ? „ 
But we are commanded, not to fear him that can 
kill the Boch, and after that can 
We ought to fear do no more; but we are command. 
God above all. ed to fear him, that after he hath > 
killed the Body, hath power to caſt © 
both Body and Soul into Hell Fire. And is it not 
this Slaviſh Fear, that poſſeſſed Adam in the be- 
| ginning, that is entred into ma- 
This Formal Affr- ny of our Friends in this Day, | ty 


mation not warrant- 
able by Scripture, as to ſeek for that 


F can find. Warrantable by Scripture? And 7 
15 not this Spirit : Fear, the „ by. 
Tit of Antichriſt: or the Devil! oth not the = 


* 
Fa) 
4 


poſtle ſay, Reſiſt rhe Devil, and be will flee? Are 
not we to reſiſt him in all his Appearances, in that A 
Faith that gets Victory over the World, the Fleſh, | 1 Jer 
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| and the Devil? Is it not this wicked Spirit, that 0e, 
| hath been the occaſion of all the Sufferings from | : i 
| 8 the beginning of the World. un- in 
| e notice, you 2 == Ct 
| | Cowards, that * to this Day And ] 0 bu 


a Shelter to hide you, this 8 — that — 
8 824 8 de 


2 


E 
ſeek Q..DC. PIC Sete 2117 Sufferings 
s not this like looking back 10t0 Egypr a5 
= 2 #rrfing the Living among the ie ro 
© Dead? Doth not Jeſus Chriſt ich his to the end of 
comfort his Followers, in many the world. "Tk 
of their Tribulations, according 155 | 
to his Promiſe? And have not many of our Elder 
Friends left a Teſtimony behind them, that the Lord 
did often attend them in an extraordinary manner, 
for their Comfort and Encouragement ? And doth 
not Fobn (or rather the Angel of God to John) in the 
= Revelations, comfort or command | 
the Church, ſaying, Fear none of 
thoſe things which thou ſhalt ſuffer : | 
Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of As 1 take it, what 
you into Priſon, that ye may be try- 8 „ 
3 - 8 ri 5 Itten 
ed; and ye ſhall have Tribulation to all the World. 
ten days. Be thou faithful unto | | 
Death, and I will give thee a Crown of Life? And 
== doth not he ſay, Bleſſed is he that Readeth, and 
they that Hear, the Words of this Prophecy, and keep 
thoſe things which are written therein, for the time is 
Ws 15 at · hands 6 * : | 
Here we may ſee, it was che 
Devil's Work to caſt into Pri- Hale notice, tis the 
ſion, and to Perſecute. But hear des prise to WV 
8 into Priſon, | 
what Chriſt ſaid, Bleſſed are the a 
who are JON for 3 ſake, for theirs is 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Bleſſed are ye when Men ſhall 
= revile you, and perſecute you, and ſhall 2 all manner 
ſak 


- 


Then we.need not 
ar what Man can do, 


Evil againſt you falſly for my Name's ſake ; Rejoice 
and be exceeding glad, for great is | 


n that your Reward in Heaven. For ſo per- Take ons Frm 
Fleſh, = ſecuted they the Prophets that were e. A 3 TG 
j that a before you. Here we may ſee the ſuffered in the Flames 
from Bleſſed Reward of the Righteous rejoyced, that they 
1d-un- WF 1n all Generations; (for what weg —_ To 
nat. 12 Chriſt faid unto them, he faith fk for Chris 
iends vato us.) See the Book of Martyrs, 
ſeek B 2 
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How Valiant they were from the Ten Perſecutions 
down to Queen Marys Time; their Suffer ings were 


(many of them) under Heathens or Inſidels, who 
would be ſatisfied with nothing leſs than with the 
_ Chriſtians Blood. But the Sufferings that we are 


under, and are ſo much afraid of, 'are under a ſort 


of Nominal or Pretended Chriſtians, who do in 


ſome meaſure profeſs Chriſtianity, and do not al- 
together Perſecute unto Blood. 3 
Flath it not been through Suffer ings, that we 


g * 
Take notice, are not 
our Affirmation -Men 
x climbing up” another 
Way, that Chriſt is not 
the Author of? 


have been gathered to be à People? And are we 


now going to climb up another 
way? What ſaid Chriſt to ſuch ? 


That they are Thieves aud Robbers, . 


that climb up another way, and 
do not come into the Sheepfold 


by him. And is it not climbing 


up another way, to buy Laws with our Money, to 
protect us from Suffering? Was ever the like xnoẽ n 


in all the World, amongſt a People that are come 
to ſo high a Profeſſion as we are, who profeſs to be 


led and guided by the infallible Spirit of God, and. - 


yet muſt have Laws made by Cargal-minded Men 
LO-Protect us from Suffering ? And do not 
Satm-minded Men make ot Laws to keep us 
in Suffering? M ork 1 2 Here: 


* 


ee eee 0). 


1 1 he Affirmation has 
BY is been called a Bone of 
- bur I 
1 think it may very well 
1 be called, a Seed of 
E of the Devil's ſowing, 


Contention 


Root in the Fearful 
and Earthly Heart, 
and brought forth a 
tull Crop ot Strife and 


the Devil's Fruit, to 
maintain his Kingdom. 


which has taken deep 


Contention, which is 


the Devil breaks our Head, and 


conformed to this World, but be ye 
transformed by the renewings of 
your Minds ? And has not this 
been the Reaſon that many of 
the Followers of . Jeſus Chriſt 
have ſuffered through all the 
Ages of the World, becauſe they 
could not, for Conſcience ſake, 
be Conformable to the Cuſtoms 
and Faſhions thereof? And is 

| not 


then we go to him for a Plaiſter.. . 
Hen not the Apollic ſay, Ze wor. Bl 
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Did not the Truth prevail more, 
when there were Laws made to 
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x  tneie 


think; but Paul was an extraordinary Man, called 


\ 8 : * * N 5 . : 1 *« N * 
N 


ons FE not the Affir mation-Form much like the Form of 
ere 


the National Oath? And is not this the firſt Step 
to make us like the Nations? Remember Jſrael 
of old, they wanted to be like the Nations, and 
wanted a King to Rule over them; and did not 
they, and their King, fall into Confuſion before 


their Enemies? And has not this been our caſe, 


in not keeping under the Government of Chriſt, 
but muſt climb up another way, than that which 


be hath turned our Feet into? Therefore, have we 


not been in Confuſion ever ſince we came from un- 
der his Yoke and Government, by feeking for the 
Affirmation, and putting our | 

FAY. | 7 AF. Yo! See. Criſd's Oour- 
Confidence in the Arm of Fleſh ? nal, N aal thi 
whole Paragraph. : 


ſtop the Progreſs of it, than ever it has done ſince 
the Affirmation was granted? For is it not better 


for us to put our Truſt wholly in God, than in Man? 


Judge ye. For they that put their Truſt in the 
Lord, I believe, ſhall never be confounded. 

But I would have all open their Eyes, and ſee 
what Confuſion the Affirmation hath brought ! 
Doth not one cry out on one hand, and ano- 
ther on the other: hand, ſaying, Many Families 


will be rnined, and many afraid of loſing their 


great Gain, if the Affirmation goes down? Is it be- 
cauſe of great Gain and Sufferings, which cauſeth 
| grievous Outcries; calling thoſe New Up- 
ſtarts, that are againſt the Affirmation? Who did 


our Friends put their Truſt in, before the Affir- 


mation was granted? For the Affirmation ſeems to 
me but as an Arm of Fleſh. And is not he curſed 
that puts his Truſt in the Arm of Fleſh, and not in 
the Living God? © | „„ 
Nc as to Paul's Sayings and Actions, we have 
no Commandment to follow them in all caſes, I 
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to an extraordinary Work, in an extraordinary 
manner; and many of his Sayings are very myſte- 
rious, and hard to be underſtood ; which, as the 
Apoſtle Peter obſerves, Epiſt. 2. Chap. 3. v.16. the 
Unlearned (in Spiritual Matters) wreſt to their own 
Deſtruttion ; as they do alſo the other Scriptures, 
Doth not Paul ſay, To the Fews, I became a4 a Few ; 
to thoſe that are under the Law, as under the Lam; to 
'  Phoſe that ure without Law, as without Lam; (being not 
without Law to God, but under the Law to Chriſt.) He 
ewe all things to all Men, that he might by all means 


might he not uk Swearing, as well as Circumciſion, 
and as Baptiſm, which was but outward Seals or 
Ceremonies to outward Jſ-ael, to bring them under 
this Circumciſing Power of the Second Covenant of 
this Spiritual Iſrael? May I not ſay, Glory to God on 
high, who hath revealed theſe things to Babes and Suck- 
lings, and bath hid them from the wiſe and prudent of this 
World? But which of us are willing to come into 
Paul's State of Sufferings? Doth he not ſay, Phil. 4, 
TI. That in all States I have learned therewith to be con- 
tent? Have we learned of Paul in all ſtates to be 
content? Why could we not then be contented. 
without the Affirmation ? Paul tells us of ſome of 
his Sufferings ; In Stripes above meaſure, in Priſons 
more frequent, in Deaths often, of the Jews received I 
five times forty Stripes ſave one, thrice was I beaten with 
Rods, once was I ſtoned, thrice I ſuffered Shipmrack, 4 
Night and a Day I have been in the Deep, in Fourneying 
often, in Perils of Water, in Perils of Robbers, in Perils 
mine own Countrymen, in Perils by the Heathen, in 
Perils in the City, in Perils in the Wilderneſs, in Perils 
| in the Sea, in Perils amongſt falſe 
„ Paul ſeems t01e- Brethren, in Wearineſs and Pain- 


Stec under Sufferings ; : ; | : 

— . IT . Ii ulne / iN Wat ching 5 of ren, 21 Hun- 
— Frog ger and in Thirſt, in Faſting often, 
get trom under them. in Cold and in Nakedneſs. * O 
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ave ſome. If to the Fews, he became as a Few; then, 
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poor Paul! What ſay you to this Teſtimony? Yau 
X Carnal-wiſe Reaſoners, that can g 8 
pick and cull Paul's Sayings, to 1 Our Wr. 
> ſerve your own Turns in Carnal , Foe 33 
Matters? I am bold to declare, to win Chriſt; but. 1 


all your Fig-leaf Coverings will W . 
be too ſcanty to cover and hide 7 e : 


*Z your Nakedneſs. : TRE Wart, which 
WO Are not theſe Carnal-wiſe i Enmity with God: 
FX Reaſoners (that have been fet= TT 
ting up. a Carnal Ordinance to protect them 
from Sufferings) like 1ſrael of old, that had ſeed 
the Wonders of the Lord, in a wonderful manner; 
Wonders in Egypt, Wonders in the Sea, and Won- 
"= ders in the Wilderneſs? And yet for all theſe Won= 
*Z ders, ſee how quickly they turned aſide; when their 
good Guide, Moſes, was gone a little while from 
them, then they went about to ſtrip themſelves of 
their Ear-rings, or Jewels, (by Aaron's order) to 
> make them a God to go before them. And did 
not they rejoyce, and ſay, Theſe be thy Gods, O I. 
7 Tal, that have brought thee out of the Land of Egypt? 
And was not Aaron (that faſhioned the Golden Calf 
with his Graving Tools) one that had experienced 
the Power of the Lord in as wonderful a manner 
as many in our Days? And have not many of our 
= Friends, that have experienced the Power of the 
Lord in a very wonderful manner, been ſtripping 


FR themſelves of their Jewels, and Hammering them 
179 into a Form, to make a Golden Calf? One fetching 
FA one Scripture, and another fetching another Scrip- 
_— ture, and one fetching this Friend's Sayings, and 
11 another trying what he could ſay; and ſo with a 
fy great deal of Hammering, and Graving Tools, by 
„Head and Pen, and feveral Years Labour, and a 
„great deal of Pains, it was made into a Form; and 
8 now it is made, it is very chargeable to maintain; 


9 1 but that is not all, (though many did rejoyce = 
= | | _. the 
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the getting of it) for | believe the Lord's Contro- 


verſie is againſt it, and this Spiritual Jrael cannot 


into the Fire again. 


But there is a Time to Write, and a Time to 


2 Read,.a-Time to Hear, and a Time to keep Silent; 
therefore it--is my deſire, that all our Carnal-wiſe 
Reaſoners, that are ſetting up a Carnal Ordinance 


in the Church of Chriſt, may come into true Silence, 
and come to hear what Chriſt ſaid, Learn of me, 
for I am meek and lowly in Heart, and ye ſhall find 


Feſt to your Souls, Mat. 11: 29. 


And let none deſpiſe this Teſtimony, becauſe it 


ment; but one that the Lord hath redeemed in a 
very wonderful manner, and one that wiſheth the 


4 


Welfare of all Mankind. 


* . 


Croydon; the 38th of 
the fixſt Month, 1713. 


John Lan. 


is brought forth by a Poor Contemptible Inſtru- 6” 


o forward in their Spiritual Journey, till that goes 


in general. 


=» 


4 N troverfie and Contention, 
1 believe the Lord's Controver ſie 


is againſt them all; for Jeſus 
X Chriſt ſaid, ' Reſiſt not Evil, but 


he that 
Cheek, turn to him the other alſo. 
And he alſo bids his Followers, 
Love their Enemies, and do-good 
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Fo as to Books of Con- 


- Are written for Infor- 


ſmites thee on the right. 


. * 
* 4 


for flopping the Comtroverſic relating to 
_ the Affirmation, and Controverſie Books 


Thoſe Books that 


mation in a friendly 
way, either for Do- 
ctrine or Diſcipline, 
or by way of Teſti- 


mony for Edification, 


I have good Unity 
with: But many Con- 
troverſie Books, that 


are net fit for the 


World to ſee, I have 
no Unity with; and 
many ſuch there are, 
which is a Scandal to 
our Profeſſion. 


to them that hate them, and pray 
for them that deſpig hi fully uſe them; 
= and him that taketh away thy Cloke, 
= forbid not to take thy Coat alſo. 
This was the Leſſon which Chriſt ad 
taught. And doth he not bid all his Followers; 
Learn of him, who is the way to the Father. 
Now to me, all Books of Controverſie, that are 
ſtuff'd with Railings and Accuſations, are a ren- 
dering Evil for Evil; and then a breaking of Chriſts 
Commandment. For the Angel of God, when Con- 
tending with the Devil about the Body of Moſes, durſt 
not bring a Railing Accuſation, but lad, The Lord re- 
buke thee, Jude 9. And are not many of our Books 
of Controyerſie ſtuff*d with Railings one againſt 
another, in a moſt ſhameful manner, as if we had 
no other Warfare, than to contend with Carnal 
Men, with Carnal Weapons? For the Apoſtle ſaid, 
2 Cor. 10. 4. The Weapons of our Warfare are not Car- 
nal, but Spiritual, mighty through God to the pulling 


— 


down the ſtrong holds of Sin and Satan. 


Now 


n 4 


e 
Fo how many Strong Holds of Sin and Satan 
bave all our Contenders brought down, by all their 
Books of Controverſie and Contentions. Paul ſaid 
of Alexander, 1 Tim. 4. t. that be did him much 
harm or evil, and leaves his Cauſe to God, to re- 
ward him according to his Works: And ought 
not we to leave and commit our Cauſe to God, 
according to Peter's Advice, in his firſt Epiſtle, 
Chap. 3. 9. Not rendering Evil for Evil, or Railing 
for Railing. For even hereunto were ye called ; becauſe 
Chrift alſo ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example, that 
ye ſhould follow his fteps :- Who, when he was reviled, 
reviled not again; when he ſuffered,” threatned not; 
but committed him ſelf to him that Fudgeth righteouſly, 
st. 2, 21, 23. So ought Wer 
Fear oy e 6090 For if we are of them that Wor- 
tentions not warrant Jip God in Spirit, and have no Con- 
able. by Scripture. fidence in the Fleſh; Why do We 
33 Contend with Carnal-minded- | 
Take notice, all you men, that are gone into Strife 
that are fo mull of and Contention, and make as it 
. on m_— ; were a Trade of it? Paul ſaid, 
the” uſing. Phil. 2. 14, 15. Do all things with» 
oder Murmurings and Diſputings, 
4 . wet - that ye may be the Sons of God, 
TR 25 1 ve jr without Rebuke, in the midft of 4 
price. - _ Crooked and perverſe Nation, among 
13 whom ye ſhine as Lights in the 
World. For after all our Anſwers to their Accu- 
fations, we have none to commit our Cauſe to, 
but God only; who, I believe, will never. fail them 
that put their Truſt in him. be £0 Hh 
18 : Therefore, let us lay aſide all 
Many of * our Books of Controverſie and 
EN re Contentions, and all our War- 
Publick. ring with ſuch kind of Carnal 
1 Weapons, to defend the Truth: 
For what Sa vour is there in any of our Books of 
| | | | Contro- 
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World? Chriſt faid, Luke 14. 34, 35. Salt is good, 
but if the Salt have loſt its ſavour, it is neither good 


den under Fort of Men. And if, our Books of Con- 
troverſie have no Savour in 2 | 
F 1 222 . 4 { 
them, it is rime they were all Bodkene fäp aden 
by Bur ned indeed. 'For It hath from ſuch Practices. 
been much upon my. Mind, to 


| Books of Controverſie and Contention together, in 
| every Meeting in England, and elſewhere, and Burn 


them before all Men; as many did (in the Apoſtles 


days, Act, 19.19.) that uſed curious Arts, brought 
= their Books together, and Burned them before all Men; 
and counted the Price, and found it to be fifty Thou- 


God, and prevailed. 

X Therefore, if our curious Artiſts, that have been 
a Writing up their own Parts and Wiſdom, have 
Xx ſtopped the Word of God from prevailing in this 
dap, it is full time for them to be ſilent. So then 
that that is for the Fire, may go to the Fire; and 
that that is for the Sword, may go to the Sword; 
and as we come to have our Hearts and Houſes 
2X cleanſed from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, 
= thea ! believe the Lord will come down, and take 
TE delight to dwell among us; and then we ſhall be 
= 4 Tet? in the World, and as 4 | 
City ſet upon 4 Hill, that cannot 200500 

= be 5%; 400 others, ſeeing our de Janz love: Me 
1 3 ) cy, and walk Humbly 
good Works, will have cauſe to wich God; then, I 
=X glorifie God, our Heavenly Fa- believe, the Lord will 
ther; who is good to all, and take delight to dwell 
ſenqs his Rain upon the Juſt and ns 4 ans Foo 
8. Vojaſt. | 2 e 
"= : what Man can do, 
Phe Apoſtle ſaid, rCor: 12. 333 


When we come to 


2X? 
„ 


For we mult hogour God in our Bodies, Souls and 
2M Po Spirits, 
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Controverſie, either to us, or to the People of the 


for the Land, nor yet for the Dunghill; but to be trod- 


warn all, and caution all, that they collect all thoſe 


and Pieces ef Silver; ſo mightily grew the Word of 


4 No Man can call Je ſus Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt 
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. 
the Holy Ghoſt to dwell in, 1 Cor. 6. 19. and accord- 
ing to his Promiſe, He will dwell in them, and walk 
in them; then he will be our God, and we ſhall be his 
People, 2 Cor. 6.16. For he is a God that keeps 
Promiſes, tho' we are poor and weak, and cannot, 
without his Aſſiſtance... And, 1 believe, they that 

nt their whole Truſt and Confidence in the Lord, 
will never be confounded : But we have not pur 
our whole Confidence in the Ford, therefore have 
fell into Confuſion... + _ FE OY LY 
Do we think God will dwell in defiled Hearts, 
where Strife, Envy, Contention, and the Love of 
the World dwells? And are not many of our Books 


of Controverſie, Boaks of Strife and Contention? 


And is not this taking away God's Prerogative, 
who will give every Man according to his Works? 
Paul ſays, Recompence no Man Evil for Evil, Rom. 
12. 17. See that none render evil for Evil unto any 
Man, but ever follow that which is good, both among 
your ſelves and to all Men, 1 Theſſ. 5. 15. For if any 
are gone out from the Truth, and gone into Strife 
and Envy, are we to follow them into that Spirit 
of Contention by anſwering all their Railing. Accuſa- 
tions? Are we not rather to Reſtore ſuch in Meek+ 


_ neſs, if poſſible, in all Long-ſuffering and Forbear- 


ance, conſidering 1n our ſelves what we are? And 
if ſuch will not be Reclaimed in a Tender and Bro- 


therly way, when we have done all we can, and 


diſcharged our Duty to them; then committing 
our whole Cauſe to God, who is both King, Judge 
and Lawgiver, and will give every Man according; 
to his Works; for he is a Rich Rewarder of all 


thoſe that Love and Fear him. 
Therefore let all thoſe that have been as upon the 


Houſe-top, in theſe things, not come down to takes 
and fave the Stuff in their Houſes, in this Day of : 


Chriſt's coming to Judgment; but willingly and 
15, readily,. 


Ty 


„„ AA 
for - readily, in an humble Frame of Mind, make our 
d- XX ſelves ready, at all times; for Chriſt ſaid, As 


== the Lightning, that lightneth out of the one part under 
N Haven, ſhineth unto the other part under Heaven; ſo 
= ſhall alſo the Son of Man be in his day, Luke 17. 24. 
And he ſaid, I the good Man of © 


Xx the Thief would come, he would his deeds muſt be done 
XX have always been ready to have Mil before the New 
: Jy - * . Man, Chriſt Jeſus, can 
— kept him Out, and not have ſuf< be put on, or received 
fer d him to ſpoil his Goods, Mat. in our Hearts. 


but my Words ſhall not paſs away. E 
3X Therefore let all our wiſe Reaſoners come down, 
and trample no longer upon the Teſtimonies of 


4 ” A 7 
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ny FF tho! never ſo little, yet are of his chooſing, for he 
will defend them, I believe, as the Apple of his 


be ſaid, Except ye be converted, and become à little 


Children, ye ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
ho ſoever therefore ſhall humble bimſelf as this little 
EX Child, the ſame is great in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
= Mat. 13. 3, 4. And it is the Humble which the Lord 
will teach of his Ways, and the Meek he will guide in 
Judgment. But we are not come into true Hu- 
z mility, but rather into Strife and Contention. 
Therefore, as little Childrens chief Deſire, and 
what they often cry after, is their Mother's Breaſt 


for Nouriſhment ; ſo if we would receive the King- 


dom of Heaven, we muſt earneſtly cry after the 
X Breaſt of God's Conſolation, that our Souls may 


grow thereby. And as we come to take Chriſt's 


== Counſel, Aat. 6. 33. (whoſe Promiſes are all Tea 
3 8 * I x h 1 : By : : — $ 4 . . 
LY * , G 4 1 : 6 * 8 5 ; 4 » S * and 


the Houſe had known in what hour The Old Man with 


Chriſt, either in the Scriptures, or in his Members, 


—_ 


and Ames) to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof, then all theſe things will be ad. 
—_—M oo x n ne 
Did ever Jeſus Chriſt break any of his Promiſes 
to any of us, that we are afraid to truſt him now 
with our Cauſe? Hath he not been a ſwift Witneſs 
againſt the Workers of Iniquity? And all that are 
not Workers of Iniquity we need not fear, I think, 
for they will not hurt us. Doth not God take 
5 care of Sparrows, and of the 

God is good to all Ravens, and cloath the Fields 
his whole Creation; with various Flowers, that So- 
one Cubir to cur $4. lernen was not arrayed in the 
ture by rakingthought. | like in all his Glory; and will 1 
he not take care of us, if we 
5 NE are found Faithful to him ? 
May not I ſay, O We of little Faith? The Apoſtle 7 


. Caith, r Per. 5.7. Caſt, all your Care upon him, for he 4 1 


that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11.6. - 
What! muſt we caſt all our Care upon God ? 


careth for all; and is a Rich Rewarder of all thoſs 


What then will become of all our Books of Con- 8 


troverſie, and all the Writers and Contenders for 
them? Pll tell you what Work they muſt do then, Wir; 
they muſt work out their own Salvation with fear and With: 
trembling, Phil. 2. 12. then we ſhall be Quakers in- 
'deed. Wo is me, if I do not write; and Wo is 
me, if I do not read; and Wo is to you and me, | 
if we do not practiſe what js written and read 
[there . i” 2 . 
Friends, I think I may ſay, there is one found in 
| Heaven, that is worthy to un- 
None worthy, bur looſe the Seals, and open the 


Chriſt, tO un looſe the Book, and read therein. For ib 2 za 


Sealed Bock: tor he there were not, we might have bi 
has opened a Fountain YN = 
for all, both Fudah occaſion to Weep as well as Fohn, BY, 
and Feryſalem. (Kev. 5.) but, bleſſed be the aut 
COTE Jo Lord God, there is one, the Lion RA 


f 


down Chriſt, and trampling on 


- igs with all the. Sons of Adam: 
well with everlaſting Burning, and 


own together; 


ark 13. 37. for what he ſaid 


11 © 
ef che Tribe of Judah, that is worthy to nnloaſe the. 
Seals, and open the Book, and read therein; who 
was dead, and is alive, and lives and reigns for 
evermore; who was promiſed to come 45: a Refiner 
with Fire, and as a Fuller with Soap, to purifve the Sons 
ef Levi, Mal. 3-2,3- O that our Sons of Levi were 
= purified by him this day, that they might offer an 
Offering in Righteouſneſs. to him; who' is coming 
with his Fan in his Hand, and will throughly purge hig 
Hloor, and gat her the Wheat into his Garner; but the 
RX Chaff be will burn with unquenchable Fire, Mat. 3. 12. 
ZE Therefore, let all our Chaffy Writers, and Chaffy 

vyreachers too, come down, that are Writing up 
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and Preaching up their own Parts, and own Wife 


dom, and owa Righteouſneſs ; 
for in this State, they are wri- 
ting down Chriſt, and preaching. 


Foba's Teſtimony is 
The Ax is laid to the 
Roor of the Frees; e- 
| very tree which bring-. 
Cbriſt's Righteouſneſs; and to cth not - forth 2 
uch, he will burn as an Oven, dein i ch 2 8 
in the Day of his fierce Plead- TEL Sk 

Then, who can 
2 1 Preto with devouring 
ire? Iſai. 33. 14, 15, 16. Take notice, Thoſe that 
bave choſen. the Lord for their Portion, and for 
Ihe Lot of their Inheritance; they ſhall dwell on 
dig, their Bread ſhall be ſure; and their Water 
call not fail them; they ſhall dwell in the Muni- 
tion of Rocks, where they ' ſhall for ever ſing the 


Pong of the Lamb, that was ſlain, and is alive, and 
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= fall Sorrowing and Sighing will be done away; and 


Monn- 


LES . * 
Therefore we are commanded by Chriſt to March. 
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But we have not been watchful enough; for the 7 
Devil hath come in like a Flood, and hath ſown # 
His Seed of Diſcord, when we have been as in a 
Sleep, and has cauſed Rendings and Tearings one 
againſt another, in and among thoſe that profeſs 
themſelves to be of the very Members and Church 7 
of Chriſt. Therefore let every Man mind to what 7 
he is Sowing, and to what he is Building; whether 
at be upon Silver or Gold, or Straw, Hay or Stub 
ble; for every Man's Foundation will be tryed, fo * 
as by Fire, 1 Cor. 3.12, 13. And the Apoſtle ſaid, = 
2772. 3.10, 11, 12. Seeing all theſe things muſt be, 
What manner of Perſons ought we to be in 4 Holy Liſe 
and Godly Converſation ; locking for, and haſting to the © 
great Day of God, wherein the. Heavens being on fire, 
and Elements melt with fervent heat, and the Earth © 
and the Works that are therein ſhall be burnt up: Then 
what will become of all our Books of Controverſie? 
Will they plead our Cauſe before God, in this Dax 
of his fierce Pleadings? Will all our long Argu- w 
ments, and wiſe Diſputers, plead our Cauſe in this n 
Day of Tryal? Will all our Books of Controverſie 7 
abide the Fire then, think ye, when every, Mans 
Works ſhall be tryed ſo as by Fire? Will your 
Affirmation indication plead ftoutly then, think 

e? Or will it be as a Rock, or as a Mountain, tos 
hide us then; when all the Tribes of the Eartn A 


A ee mn a dues a anccclh. 
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have pierced ? What! have we been Crucifying 
of Chriſt again, and putting him to open Shame 
= He tells us, That every idle Nori 
| How many Thou - that Men ſhall ſpeak, they ſhall = 
fand We 200 ui wool give an account thereof in the Day of © 
dens WM ores nave deen Judgment. Are Chriſt's Words 
uſed about the Affir- | " 2 .. 2. ay 
is not watrancable by trampled under Foot, Lea or 
when he ſent them forth, Behold, 
7 jel 
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the 1 ſend you forth as Lambs among Wolves, Luke 10. 3. 


ſown = Now we know a Lamb is not given to Reſiſt, but 
ina is of an innocent Nature. And the Prophet Iſaiah, 
one Chap. 53. 7. compares Chriſt to, or like a Lamb 
ofeſs dumb before his Shearer, who opened not his Mouth. 
arch © But I think we have not been like him: For when 
what the Devil hath opened any of his Servants Mouths, 

ether and hath roared at, or againſt us; have not we 
3tub- opened our Mouths, and roared at him or them 
d, fo X likewiſe? Doth this look like a Lamb's Nature? 
ſaid, or like a Dove for Harmleſneſs, or like a Child 
# be, for Innocency? And if we expect the Favour of 
God, we muſt become like ſuch; for he ſaid, Of 


T 45 = ſuch is the Kingdom of God, Mark 10. 14. 

fire, © Therefore let us all, that have been as the Head- 
Earth Builders, come down, and Abbor our ſelves, in Duſt 
Then and Aſhes, Job 42.6. For God is no Reſpecter of Per- 
rſie? 7 ſons; but in every Nation, he that fears God, and works 
Day = Kighteouſneſs, is accepted of him, Acts 10. 31. 35. For 


rgu- - wuhoſe is the Earth, and the Ful- 


this neſs thereof, that we Contend 
-erfie © ſo much about it? Doth not the o_ ded __ DI” 
Lord ſay, The Cartel upon 4 Thou- that wie in nt for 
Hans 275 apo 4 that which is not our 
your ſand Hills are mine? And the Sea own; neither can we 
hink is his, and he made it; and he cominand one Day, 
7 faid, I know all the Fowles of the 1 an pi 
1 : | ure of the Lender 

* Mountains, and the wild Beaſts of ich is the Lord. 
the Fields, are mine. If the Earth | 5 
ses the Lord's, and the Fulneſs thereof, what then have 
we to Glory in or of? The Lord ſaith, Let not the 
VWiſe Man glory in his Wiſdom, nor the ſtrong Man in 
all bis Strength, nor the Rich Man in his Riches; but let 
Day of bim that glorieth, glory in this, That he underſtandeth 
lords and knoweth me, that 1 am the Lord, which exerciſeth 
to be Loving-kinadneſs, Fudgment, and Righteouſneſs in the 
2a of Farth; for in theſe things I delight, ſaith the Lord, 
ants, 8 ler. 9. 23, 24 

ehold, 1 N | . 5 
e E And 


A ae World} 


' * 5B 
8 25 A. 
bt #7 
RS 4: 


And if the Lord ſhould ſuffer the Devil to ſ trip 
us, as he did his Servant Job; is not his Store- 
houſe now as full as it was then? And did not 
the Lord plead the Cauſe of kis Servant Fob, when 

the wiſe Pleaders of the World pleaded againſt 
him ? Is the Lord's Arm ſhortned, that he can- 
not ſave now, as then ? Or is his Ear grown hea- 
vy, that it cannot hear now, as then? ſee Tſaiah 
49. 1. Job ſaid, I know that my Redeemer liverh, 
and that he ſhall ſtand at the laſt Day upon the Earth. 

And though after my Skin, Worms deſtroy this Body, 
yer in my Fleſh ſhall I ſee God. Here's Job's Faith 
Is our Faith ſuch ? | EE 1 
I berefore, ſince the Lord was good to Fob, in 
Pleading his Cauſe, and Bleſſing him again in a 
very wonderful manner, let us put our Truſt and 
Confidence in Him; who, for his many Mercies, 
Bleſſings and Favours, every way, is worthy of al! 
Glory, and Honour, and Praiſe, both now and for 
evermore. Amen. T2 = 
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Friends, Ty I he | 
Fake Notice, Thoſe that Contend moſt, and 
Reaſon moſt, to ſet up Themſelves, and their 
own Parts, and own Arts, and own Wiſdom, and 
own Righteouſneſs, are ſerving the Two-horn'd 
Beaſt moſt; for in ſuch, and with ſuch Works, is 


his Kingdom maintain'd in us, in part: For the 


Servant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle unto all Men. For 
where there is Strife and Envying, 
there is every Evil Mork, Jam. 3. 16. which deſtro is. the 
For many times, by Strife and Spiritual Lile within. 
Contention, comes Blood ſned, 
and then what is worſe? Chriſt came to ſave Men's 
Lives: Therefore let us not deſtroy one another. 
For a little Spark many times kindles a great Fire. 
And Chriſt tells us, We cannot ſerve two Maſters; 
For either we ſhall love the one, and hate the ot her; or 
cleave to the one, and deſpiſe the other: For we cannot 


ſerve God and Mammon. This was Chriſt's Teſti- 


The Affirmation has 
been like a Fire, or as 
a Plague amongſt us, 


two Maſters we are ſerving. Is 
not a Numbering the People, a 
ſtriving for the Maſtery, and to 
know our Strength, and to ſee 
which hath gotten the greateſt 
Number ? Is not this in order 
to come to a Pitch'd Battle, and 
to ſee which ſhall get the Victo- 
ry ? Chriſt's Servants are not of 
this World, and therefore they 
cannot fight; ſurely his Ser- 
W 


mony: Therefore let us conſider, which of theſe 


- 


Take notice, all you 
Numberers, that want 


to number the People, 


and are ſo loud cal- 
ling over, the Meet- 
ings ; Remember D. 
vid's treſpaſs in Num- 
bering the es and 
how the deſtroying 
Angel ſwept the Peo- 
ple away. 
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vants are pogr Cowards indeed, that they cannot 
fight; nor his Kingdom is not of this World, there= | 


fore not to be defended with Carnal Weapons: But 
his Servants are to fight the good Fight of Faith, 


and ſo come to lay hold of Eternal Life. This is 
the true Warfare which his Servants are engaged in. 


But are they Chriſt's Servants, that have been 
Numbering the People, and trying their Strength, 
to ſee what Number they have gotten, to ſet up a 
Gear Image in the Church of Chriſt ? Is not this 
like the Great Image which Danzel tells us of, that 
was made up of ſeveral Mixtures, of Gold, and of 


Silver, of Braſs, and of Iron, and of miry Clay? 


And have not 'we been many Years in contriving 
to make this Great Image, or Monſter, or Ordi- 
nance, or what ſhall I call it? And are not many 
of the Builders of this Great Image, of divers De- 
nominations and Conſtitutions? Some of them, I 
think, are called Biſhops, ſome Dukes, ſome Lords, 
and ſome Commons; many of them, I believe, our 
real Friends and Well-wiſhers; ſome Counſellors 


and Lawyers, which are all one, I think; ſome. 


Preachers, and ſome Hearers, which are the chief 
Builders and Labourers, that labour moſt about it. 
But ſurely, if thoſe that are the Head-Builders 
and Labourers in this great Building, which I call 
Preachers and Hearers, who are muſtering all their 
Forces together, had took Chriſt's Counſel, and 


well conſider'd within themſelves, and had ſat down 


and counted the Coſt, and Charges, and Labour, 
and Pains, and how many Years Work, before it 
would he finiſhed, to make it perfect, might then 
have been of ſome Service : But to leave off now, 
in the middle of the Work, or before it is half 
finiſhed, I think, will look very fooliſh. But they 
hate to be reformed, and to hear good Coun- 
ſel; but like the People of Epheſus, as I remember, 


who cried up their great Piana; and is not this 


great 
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make this great Image. 
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They make much of their time, 


ors becauſe it is but ſhort ; for if 


| they have been leading into Cap- 
—= tivity, they muſt go into Cap- 
== tivity, and that is his or their 
Portion. But this that Daniel 
tells us of, I think, is very dif- 


the World wonder after them. 


{ rotect us from Suffering? But, I think, Paul tells 
ut us, All that will Reign with Chriſt, muſt Suffer with 
 bim. But now they ſeem to be reſolved to go on, 
1 4 for now they have gotten their full Number to 


No John in the Revelations tells us of another 
great Image, that had Power, that was made to 
the firſt Beaſt, that had received a Wound by a 
Sword, which did live. This, I think, came part- 
ly ont of the Earth (or Earthly Heart.) Now this 
Two-horned Beaſt, and his Father (as I call him) 


TI cannot but won. 
der, to ſee how the 
Devil has deceived 
many of our wiſe Men 
in this day; ſome of 
whom pretend to be 


Miniſters of Chriſt, 


but axe Preaching up 
new Doctrine. | 


fieult to make, the Feet and Toes being to be 


n 


almoſt impoſſible. 


13 


made of Iron and miry Clay, which ſeems to me 


But our Builders now have great Strength; and 
are going to work in earneſt, as if they intended 
to finiſh it ſhortly : But if they will Build, let them 


»w, have a care of hurting of others, and not deceive 
alf the Simple and Innocent; for in this there is great 
hey danger. For if they only waſte their own Time, 
un⸗ and own Money, and wear out themſelves, from 
"er, one Generation to another, they will only deceive 
his themſelves at laſt ; But to have others Blood 3 at 

—_— | their 


their Doors, that have pinned their Faith upon 
their Sleeves; this ſeems to be very miſerable and 
diſmal]: I hope all the Wiſe will keep out of this 
Snare. Surely this will be a brave Image to pro- 1 
tect us from Sufferings, when ſo many great Men 
have a Hand in making of it. But, take notice, 
HOT . I believe, the little Stone that is 
For 1 hve ſeep 2 cut out of the Mountain without 
11 5 aucled for Hands, is makiag his Arrows . 4 1 
apainſt Lox pon, and ready to {mite this great Image, 
is allo; and the Makers alſo, and to th 
and I believe his hot drive it and them away, as the 
Diſpleafore will be Chaff of the Summer Threſhiag» 
0 our d out age ĩnſt that f 4 ee : N 
ey, except Repenr- floor, if they do not repent. 1 
ance prevent the fame. Another Prophet ſays, Smite Bu 
ttzhe Shepherd, and the Sheep ſhall be te! 
ſcattered : Therefore, if we are the Sheep of Chriſt, 
we are much ſcattered in this day in our uig- 
ments, I think. What is it that hath cauſed this a | 
Scattering? The Love of the World ſurely. And 
John ſaith, Love not the World, neither the things that pr 
are in the World; if any Man love the World, the Love A 
of the Father is not in him. Therefore, as the Love 7 
of the World hath prevailed, and hath gotten a- 
way our Affections from God, that hath viſited us 
in his Free-Love, and Mercy, and Kindneſs, and 
Hath redeemed our Souls from Death, and hath tr 
been merciful to us every way; for which we are 
ingaged to Love him again, with all our Hearts, 
and with all our Souls, and with all our Might: 
And as we come into this State, we ſhall be like 
good old Job, who ſaid, The Lord gave, and the 
Lord taketh away; and bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 7 
A brave Acknowledgment indeed. —_ 
But Daniel was a Prophet, and told what was 
to be then, which was true; and what was, or 
ſhould come in the latter Days: But he was to 
mut up the Book, even to the Time of the End, 


pon * Many was to run to and fro, 5% Cem 
# and Know ledge to be increaſed. point out the Time, 
this But ſome of our Preachers (that when the Power of 
pro- I call Chaffy) I think, are dark- the holy People ſhall 
Men 1 ning Counſel by Words without l 1 
ach .F Knowledge, in this day, who are be fnithed, TOTES 
at is FT Preaching up Chriſt's Words, And he allo tells us, 
our Veri, verily, to be an Affirma- Verl. to. Many ſhalt 
ows tion, Or an Aﬀe veration; which be E an 2 
age, was Preached at Horſlydown, at |. Wicked mali io 
..to i the Burial of two Friends, (Tho- wickedly : And none 
the mas Lurting was one of them) of the Wicked ſhall 
ug - which I thought was ſtrange Do- uacertand, bur the 
-  Z Ariane for ſoSolemn anOccaſion. ich > 0 an 7 
ite But we may remember, Chriſt like theſe Days. 

ll be tells us, that che Kingdom of Hea- 1 

rift, ven is likened to Ten Virgins, five Wiſe, and five fooliſh. 


rs 
* 
5 


ag: Nov the Wiſe had Oil in their Lamps; but it ſeems 
his the Fooliſh Virgins Lamps were gone out. 
1:G It ſeems to me, that theſe Preachers, that are 
= Preaching up Verily, verily, to be an Affirmation or 
Love Aſſeveration, have Preached till their Lamps are 
OV, gone out. But the Apoſtle preach'd Chriſt the Power 
n a= ef God, and the Wiſdom of God unto Salvation; and 
= had nothing to Glory in or of, ſave in the Croſs of Je- 
and fſus Chriſt. What! Glory in the Croſs of Chriſt ? 
bath Surely if Paul gloried in the Croſs, we may very 
well glory in our great Affirmation. I call it Great, 
becauſe many of the Workmen are counted great, 
that are the Builders or Makers of it. And I think 
there is another Reaſon alſo to call it Great, for I 
the x underſtand it hath coſt a great many Scores or Hun- 
ord-. dreds of Pounds already, and is not finiſhed neither. 
= Surely we need not make or mix it with Silver, and 
"2 Braſs, and Iron, and miry Clay; for there muſt 
needs be Gold enough, to make it all of Gold. 
But told you before of divers Conſtitutions and 
Denominations, that went about to make this great 
Cos Image, 
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could be expected to bring no 


better Materials than they had, to the Building of; 


this great Wonderful Image, or Building. For 
Gold, and Silver, and Braſs, and Iron, and Miry 


Clay, are ſo contrary one to the 


Both Preachers and other, in my Judgment, that wife 


Hegrers have been ve. Men, one would have thought, 
might have conſidered and got- 
and, and have en- ten more pliable Materials. And 


ry buſie in centriving 
to make this Building 


deayoured to prop it as for the place where this great 


p by Scripture, But Image, or Beaſt, is Set or Built, 


have failed, I 


A 
A | 3 be 
think. asI underſtand, is upon the Law; 


and we may Remember, That 


the Law makes nothing perfect. And Chriſt, in his 


time, pronounced ſeveral Woes againſt the Law- 
vers; For they have taken away the Key of Knowledge, 
they enter not in themſelves, nor ſuffer them that are 
entring: And if they have ſuch Power now to ſhut 
up the Kingdom of Heaven, and will not ſuffer 
them to enter, that are entering, it ſeems we have 
great Faith in them now, to truſt them with is 


Building. But let us have a care of truſting them, 
the Lawyers, too much, leſt they deceive us at laſt. 
For it hath been very much in my Mind of late, 
that the three Unclean Spirits, like Frogs, that 
came out of the Mouth of the Dragon, &c. are 
entered into (or are) the Lawyers, and the falſe 


Preachers, or Prieſts and Doctors, which have de- 
ceived the Kings of the Earth, and all the Nations 


of the World. Now if theſe three Unclean Spi- 
Tits, or Frogs, have entered into theſe three Crafts - 


maſters, and have deceived them; that is, the 
Prieſts, and Lawyers, and Doctors, and they have 
lulled the Nations aſleep, as it were, by Subtilty 


and Deceit, and have been the chief Maintainers 


of the DeviPs Kingdom; which is almoſt ready to 


be thrown down, like a great Milſtone, into the 


Bottomleſs Deep, and never to riſe again. 
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il ay Ti fall time for the Nations to be allarmed 
bp | and awakened, that they be deceived no longer; 
1 for the Devil's time is a limited time, and not to 
== deceive always; for we may remember, that 7ohn 
tells us, in the Revelations, of a great Wonder in Hea- 
ven, of a great Red Dragon, which all the World won- 
dered after; and we may re member, Chriſt tells us, 
== The Kingdom of Heaven is within. So it ſeems to me, 
3 that this great Red Dragon hath had his Power in 
Jus, in our Hearts; and there he hath reigned, with 
Y © great Power; Suffering none to Buy or Sell, but ſuch 
aw; Jas he had cauſed to be marked with his Mark, or 
A Seal, either in their Foreheads, or in their Right 
M Hand; ſo great was his Power, it ſeems. | 
- And John tells us of another great Wonder in 
ape, | ; 1 Heaven, A Woman cloathed with the Sun, and the Moon 
under her Feet; and ſhe travelled with Child, and pained 
- 10 be delivered. Now the Dragon's Power was to 
continue Forty Two Months. Here John tells us, 
He that bath an ear to hear, let him hear. He that 
Mis © leads into Captivity, muſt go into Captivity. 
And he tells us alſo, of another Beaſt coming out 
of the Earth, and he hath two Horns, like a Lamb; 
„but he ſpake as a Dragon. This, I think, looks a 
little like our Solemn Affirmation; for that came 
out of the Earthly and Fearful Heart, that this 
Dragon got Power over, who ex- ; 
5 1 erciſed all the Power of the firſt” 1 notice, all you 
X Beaſt before him, and cauſed Affirmation-Men of 
the Earth, and them that dwell all forts, fee from 
JF thereio, to Workip the firſt whence frag, fe 
= Beaſt, whoſe deadly Wound was geceived you as much 
& healed ; and he had power given as others. 
him to deceive Men that dwell | 
upon the Earth (or Earthly Part) by means of thoſe 


LOND 
ere 


1 Miracles that he would do in the Sight of the Beaſt; 
ſaying to them that did dwell upon the Earth, 
That they ſhould * an Image to the Beaſt which 
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had received the Wound by a Sword, * did Arg: 5 
Now the time that this Beaſt received, a Wound 
was, when the Woman came out of the Wilderneſs, 
where ſhe had been nouriſhed for a Time; Times, 
and half a Time; which was juſt as long as the 
Dragon had. his full Power over all Seu 


Tongues and People. 
'But his Power and Time is to have an End, and 


od >" RY the Wo- 
man has made her ap- 
1 out of the 

ilderneſs, and her 
Man- child has in Mer- 


ey viſited many of the 


Children of Men, to 


bring them out of their 
long Captivity, where 


they have been in 
Bondage, under the 
Devil a 1 time. 


not to deceive always and the 
Woman, who was kept, or nou- 
riſhed in 'the Wilderneſs, in great 
Diſtreſs, and her Man- child, that 
was caught UP to Heaven, who 
is the Heir of all things, and is 
toRule all Nations as with a Rod 


of Iron; who hath been kept out 


of his Inheritance a long time, 


the Heathen for his Inheritance, 


and the uttermoſt parts of the Earth. for his Poſſeſſion ; 
and when he comes to Reign in his Kingdom, then 
I believe the Devil and the falſe Prophets will be caſt 
out, that have deceived the People, and then Man 
will be made more pure than the Gold of Ophir. 


But ſome may expect many Prophecies to be ful- 


filled before that Day, and I believe many have been 
fulfilled, and ſome in our time; for it ſeems to me, 


that this is the Day, and the very Day, that the 
Sun ſhould be turned into Darkneſs, and the Moon 


ſhould not give her Light, and the Stars of Heaven 


ſhould Fall, and the Powers of Heaven ſhould be 
Shaken 3 which, in great meaſure, I think, hath 
been fulfilling, ever ſince the great Afiirmation- 


Image hath been ſetting up in the Church of Chriſt, 


which hath very 


much darkned the Brightneſs of 


this Goſpel Sun, that hath ſhined in great Bright-. 


neſs in many tender Hearts; and the Moon, or Glo- 


rious 


WT 


which was promiſed, or given. 
him by Promiſe ; which Was, 
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rious Manifeſtation or Revelation, which ſhe re- 


ceives from the Sun, from Seaſon to Seaſon, hath 
not given her Light; or rather, thoſe that have re- 
ceived a Meaſure of this Manifeſtation, that hath 
appeared from Seaſon to Seaſon, is now darkned 
again; and theſe very Stars are fallen (many of 
them) that brought the Glad-Tidings of the ſhin- 
ing of this Goſpel-Sun, and the very Heavens are 


ſhaken in them. 


Therefore let all conſider of theſe things, that 


are hinted at in true Love and Good-will to all 
Men: For after the fulfilling of theſe things, we 


may expect the Sign of the Coming of the Son of 
God, who is the true Heir of all things, and will 
bring forth judgment into Victory. Therefore let 
us all be Watchful, and not found ſmiting our 
Fellow-Servants, and ſay, Our Lord delays his Com- 
ing; and ſo get drunk with the Love of this World, 
as many are at this Day, who are Contending and 
Quarrelling for it, as tho? they ſhould enjoy it for 
ever: And ſo are neglecting their own Lamps, and 


letting them go out. For we 


may remember, after the Tri- 


bulation of thoſe Days, the ful- 
filling of theſe things were to 
be, which is come in great mea- 
ſure, I believe. Therefore let 
us prepare to meet the Bride- 
groom, that we may have Ad- 
mittance into his Kingdom: For 
then it will not be what we have 
done in times paſt. And ſtand- 


Theſe are Days of 
great Tribulation to 
many, becauſe there 
ſeems to be War in 
Heaven, and the De- 
vil and his 1 are 
a fighting for the 
World; but Joy and 
Rejoycing will be af⸗ 
terwards to the Faith- 
ful. 5 


ing in a Profeſſion of the Truth will not do then; 
tho' we may have. preached in his Name, and in 


—— 


his Name done many Wonderful Things; yet if 
we are found Workers of Iniquity now, all our 
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© Go, ye Curſed. Therefore let us ſpend no more Time 


and Labour upon that which muſt or will periſh 


with the uſing thereof; and leave off Building, an 


Image, or making of a Beaſt, or an Image to the 
Beaſt, which Daniel and John tells us of, and of the 
Britrtleneſ of the one, and the Power of the other. 
For that which Daniel tells us of, I think, is impoſ- 
ſible ro ſt ud long; for the Feet and Toes being made 
of Iron and miry Clay, mult needs want a great deal 
of Care and Pains to keep them together. There- 
fore the Laws ought to be made yery ſtrong and 
binding, or elſe it will not hold long together. 

And as for the Beaſt, or Dragon, that John writes 
of in his Prophecy, that the Image was made to, 
which had Power: But I think his Power was but 


for a ſhort time, but for the Number of a Man 666, 


or Six Hundred Sixty and Six. | 
Therefore let all our wiſe Rabbies count the 


Times and Seaſons, and ſee and conſider what 


Diſpenſation we are fallen under, and leave off all 


our own Works and Buildings, to ſet up an Or- 


dinance, or an Image, or a Beaſt, to protect us 


from Sufferings : For all that will Reign with 5 
Chriſt, muſt expect to Suffer with him, as I ſaid 


before; and all that deny him before Men, and 
are aſhamed of him, and of his mean Appearance, 
and will not receive him in their Hearts, he will 
deny them before God, and his Holy Angels that 
are in Heaven. I think, this is his own Teſtimony, 
if you dare believe him, that you dare not truſt 
your Cauſe with. 
Therefore, I ſay, let us and all conſider, in what 
State Chriſt left his little Flock and Church, and 
how he comforted them, ſaying, Fear not little Flock, 


it is your Father's good Pleaſure to give you a King- 


dom; and alſo promiſed to be with his to the end 
of the World; and that he would not leave them 
Comfortleſs, but would come again. And while 
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they kept in that Fellowſhip and Love, that caſts. 
out Fear, the very Devils were ſubject unto them. 
And while they Lived in this State, they had all 
things common, in breaking of Bread from Houſe 
to Houſe, did eat their Meat with Singleneſs of 
Heart: In this State the Church flouriſhed, and 
many were added to the Faith. But when the 
Love of the WAA got into This ni 
their Hearts, then the Love to LOOMS 
the Truth waxed cold; and as — e 
the Love to the Truth waxed © etl 
cold, ſo the Myſtery of Iniquity came to be ſet 
up: Then the Woman in Diſtreſs, or the Church 
was forced to cry out, travelling under many Go- 
vernments, and under many hard Buffetings, and 
grievous Exerciſes, till ſhe could bring forth her 
Man-Child, which was caught up into Heaven, and 
ſhe forced (as it were) to live as a poor diſtreſſed 
Widow, | e 3 
Now Friends, let us conſider what is to be done 
now; for it ſeems to me, that this grand Enemy 
has Reigned long enough, and has had his full time 
and term of Years, and has kept the true Heir out 
of his Inheritance and Goverment, or Kingdom; 
for Chriſt ſays, The Kingdom of Heaven is within. 
Nov, we may remember, how it was with Da- 
vid, when his Beloved Son, tho' a Rebel againſt 
his Father, and one that endeavoured to get the 
Inheritance from the true Heir; tho' he had got 
part of the Kingdom, or Inheritance, it was by 
Deceit, and in a very Rebellious manner. And al- 
tho' the Devil hath gotten into the Hearts and 
Minds of People, Nations, Tongues and Languages, 
it is all by Deceit, and Subtilty, and Rebellion; 
promiſing very fair, as it were, by Gifts and Re- 
wards, and many brave things, to deceive the Sim- 
ple, and thoſe that are ſuch Fools to be deceived ' 
by him, For in Truth, if I may ſo ſay, he hath 
EL - nothing 


N 
1 
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33 2 
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i F 
8 at all to give, but that which is for Hell 
—_— 8 15 7 
Therefore, as this wicked Uſurper hath gotten | 
into Poſſeſſion of this Spiritual David's Houſe, and 
 Hath drawn many of the true Subjects into Rebel- 
ton againft the true King, Prieſt and Lawgiver ; 
and in a violent manner, as it were, drawn many 
to break his Laws, and violate his Counſels, who 
Jaid, Buy of me Gold tried in the Fire, and white | 
Raiment, that ye may put on, that the Shame of your 
| Nakedneſs may not appear. For, we may remember, 
when he tempted this true Heir of all things, and 

The Devil hath no World, with a fair Promiſe ; 
13 * wy wha” tho! it was none of-his to give, V+ 
chere he is caſt our by for he was a Lyar from the Be- 
Faith. @ginning; for by and with the 
of | Love of this World, and with 
Lying and Deceit, is his Kingdom maintain'd in 
us unto this Day. 4 

Therefore, as the Tribes of Iſrael joyned pretty 
unanimouſly in bringing again the Choſen of the 
Lord to Reign over the outward Iſrael in that Day; 
ſo let us, whom the Lord hath Choſen in this Day 
of his Spiritual Appearance, to Build up this Spi- 
ritual Houſe for himſelf to dwell in, which was 
promiſed to exceed the Glory of the former, whoſe 
Houſe or Temple ye are, Joyn with Heart and 
Hand, and Hearty Deſires, That the Lord would 
fend the Deliverer out of Sion, to turn Iniquity 
from Jacob, and Tranſgreſſion from Iſrael. - 

The 16th of the 3d Month, 171 3. | J. L. 
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P. & Nuo to conclude, and ſum up the whole 
Matter, in ſhort, and the Occaſion of all 
the Confuſion which the Affrmation hath brought; 
Let us now conſider from whence it comes, and the 


Nature of it alſo. E 
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It very. plainly appears to me, that 


was and is both the Author and Father of the Af 


Fearful and Earthly Heart, that 
is afraid of Sufferings, and from 
thence it ſprings, according to 
the. beſt account that I can learn. 
Therefore take notice, all you 
| Affirmation-Men, of all ſorts, 
| (that plead) both you that are 
a Pleading, and you that are a 
@ Preaching up the Affirmation; 
FZ ſee from whence it comes; ſee 
if the Devil be not the Author 
and Father of the Affirmation, 


firmation, and the Fearful and Earthly Heart the 
Mother of it alſo: For there it is begotten in the 


Chriſt hath promiſed 
to thofe that loſe, or 
forſake any thing for 
his Name's fake, ſhall 
not only receive mani- 
fold in this World, 
but in the World to 
come Life everlaſting, 
which is far better 
than all we have been 
contending for. 


and the Fearful 


and Earthly Heart be not the Mother of it alſo. 


the Devit 


For theſe Fearful and Unbelieving, that dare not 
truſt God with their Cauſe, have been and are but 
as Stumbling-Blocks in the way of others, and are 


& Diſcord amongſt Brethren. 3 
= Therefore open your Eyes, all you Affirmation- 


both by thoſe that plead for the 
pꝛzeſent Affirmation, and by thoſe- 
that plead for a mote eaſie Afr: 
mation, which, I think, are all 
one in the Root and Ground, as 
near as I can perceive, ſpring- 
Z ing both from one Foundation, which is Fear; or 
= out of the Fearful and Earthly Heart, that is a- 

fraid of Sufferings. And ſo it plainly appears, that 
8 the Fear of Man bringeth a Snare; but be that putteth 


I believe the Devil 
is the Author of both 
theſe Forms, which 
are ſo much pleaded 
for, and ſought after. 


ſaith, 


the occaſion of much Strife and Contention, and 


% 


Mien, of all ſorts, and ſee who is the Author of all 
Strife, and Contention, and Diſcord : See if this do 
not look like the Devil's Fruit, which hath been 
and is brought forth in a very plentiful manner, 


655 Truſt in the Lord, ſpal be ſafe, as the Wiſe Man 
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Sith, Prog. 29:25. So we may ſee plainly, that be- 
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ing afraid of Man has brought many into a Snare, | 
and into much Confuſion, But on the other hand, | 
| The Fear'of the Lord is 4 Fountain of Life, to. preſerve i ( 
from the Snares of Death, Prov. 14-27. For God is 
not the Author of Confuſion, but of Love, and 
Peace, and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt; therefore not 
the Author of the Affirmation: But the Devil is, * 
and ever was, the Author of all Confuſion; there= MF 7 
. fore the Author of the Affirmation ; getting Do- 
Minton over the Fearful and Earthly Hearts, that 
- are the Seekers and Solicitors for it; and by their 
Naviſh Fear, does put many of the Members of the 
Body out of order about it. ne EL org 
But we are commanded not to Fear, as appears 
by many Scriptures, both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment; as Iſaiah, that Evangelical Prophet, ſpeak- 
ing in the Name of the Lord, faith, The Lord, that 
» Created thee, O Jacob, and formed thee, O Iſrael, ſaith, 
Fear not, Iſai. 43. 1. And Verſ. 5. he faith, Fear not, 
for I am with thee ;, I will bring thy Seed from the Eaſt, 
and gather thee from the WR. Take notice of the 
Lord's Promiſe to the Seed of Facob. And Chap. 
44+ 2. Thus ſaith the Lord that made thee, and formed 
thee from the Womb, which will help thee, ({aith) Fear 
not, O Jacob, my Servant and thou Jeſurun, whom 1 
have choſen. And Chriſt, the Lamb of God, that 
taketh away the Sins of the World, ſaith, Fear not, 
i little Flock, for it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
1 you the Kingdom. And he bids all his Followers, Be 
8 of good Cheer, for I (ſaid he) have overcome the World. 
And he faid alſo, In the World ye ſhall have Trouble, 
but in me ye ſhall have Peace. 1 85 N 
So believe, while we keep under the Yoke and 
Government of Jeſus Chriſt, we need not fear the 
Devil, nor any of his Inſtruments. And by what 
hath been ſaid, it doth plainly appear, that the 
Devil was and is the occaſion of our ſeeking or 
| 9 ee the 


4 — 
4 3 F 
IT — 
2 2 — 3 — _- 
M 
* * - — * > — pat 
: Aer... — wry. + = 
— — n 
. - * POR 
N — 3 5 
= CES 22 — —ß— — 
— . 2 ps — on — py 
1 
” 


_— 
;.-Y 


yd. re en. %$ . ji pot eb hes 4 ah A os 


* 


3 
* 


the Affirmation, and thoſe that plead for it ſeems 
fo be his Children; therefore *tis full time for the 
Circumciſing Knife to cut it off: And that then we 
may come to grow up together, like Calves in the 
Stall, and as Willows by the Water-Courſes ; and 
that the Lord would be pleaſed to Renew his Love 
and Favour to us again, from this time forth and 
for evermore, is my Deſire. 
7. 


— tt... Milt. — r 1 
—_— * —__—— 
* 9 


Farther Demonſtration, that the Affirmation 

z a wrong thing; and thoſe who eſpouſe it, 

not on the right Foundation, that the Apoſtles 
and Primitive Believers were built upon. 


A Nother plain Demonſtration, that our Affir- 
| mation-Friends are not on the right Foun- 
dation, is, That they have asked very lately, (in 
this very Year, 1713.) 'and have not received ; 
which very plainly ſhews, that they have asked a- 
miſs, and have not gone in a right Faith; and 
tho' they have laboured much, and ſpent much, 
both Time and Money alſo, for the Affirmation, 
it all ſeems to be to no purpoſe. All which very 
plainly ſhews, that they have not taken the Coun- 
ſel of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaid, "Mat. 21. 22. And all 
things whatſoever ye ſhall ask in Prayer, 'believiag, ye 
ſhall receive: And John 14. 14. Chriſt faith again, 
If ye ſhall ask any thing in my Name, I will do it 
and Chap. 15. 7. If ye abide in me, and my Words 
abide in you, ye ſhall as what ye will, and it ſuall be 
done unto you. All very. large and plain Promiſes 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who is the ſame this 


Day, as he was then, to all the Faithful, that be- 


lieve in him. 
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And ſo it very plainly appears to me, that our 


Affirmation-Friends are not on the right Founda- 


tion, the Rock of Ages, that the Apoſtles and Pri- 


mitiveBelievers were built upon; becauſe they have 
asked and have not received, which very plainly 
ſhews, they have not gone in a right Faith. For 
John the Beloved, in his firſt Epiſtle, Chap. 3. 22. 
Laith, And whatſoever we ack, we receive of him, be- 


cauſe we keep his Commandments, and do thoſe things that 


are well-pleaſing in his ſight. Here this beloved Diſci- 
ple wrote their Experience, becauſe he ſaid, And 
what ſoe ver we ast, we receive of him; and he gives 


_ 1 5 for it, Becauſe we 4 
A d ene, keep his Commandments, and do 
thoſe things that are well- ple aſing 


ſtimony the Primitive 
Believers gave. . ee | > | 
in his ſight. But our Affir mation- 


Friends fall abnndantly ſhort of this, and cannot 


give any ſuch Teſtimony, as I know of: For all 
| the Labours and Pains, and Con- 
_  Arotten Faith, and tendings and Expences, for theſe 
2 rotten Foundation, 2 
and the Hope of the tWo or three Years laſt paſt, it 


Hypocrites will pe- all ſeems to no purpoſe, I think. 


ri; and ſo will the All which very . plainly ſhews, 
Affirmation, in due they do not abide in Chriſt, nei- 
—_ ther keep his Commandments, 
neither do thoſe things that are well-pleaſing in 
his fight; becauſe they have asked, and have not re- 


ceived that which they have asked for, and ſought ; 


very diltgently after, (viz. the Affirmation. Nei- 


ther do our Affirmation-Friends appear by their 


Practice to be like thoſe Primitive Believers, that 
the Author to the Hebrews mentions, Chap. 10. 34. 
who took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods; knowing 
in themſelves, they have in Heaven a better and an 
enduring Subſtance. Thoſe holy Men were endued 
with a moſt holy Faith, built upon the Rock o 
Ages, and Foundation of the Righteous Genera- 
tions: But our Affirmation-Friends Faith don't 
ſeem at all to be ſuch ; for they don't ſem to take 
q; 7 1 Joyfully 
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F 1 
joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods; but rather 
ftrain the Scriptures for a Form to ſave themſelves, 
and: Goods alſo. Neither do our Affirmation- 
Friends ſeem at all to be like Paul, who ſaid; 2 Cor. 
12. 10. Therefore I tale (ſaid he) pleaſure in Inſirmi- 
ties, in Reproaches, in Neceſſities, in Perſecutions, in 
Diſtreſſes for Chriſt”s ſake. 2 a 
Take notice of Paul's Teſtimony, you Citizens of 
London; this Doctrine of Paul don't at all ſeem to 
agree with your Practice of late, of going a Par- 
liament-hunting, to get in Favour, and fo get a 
Shelter to keep from Reproaches, from Neceſſities, 
to keep from Perſecutions and Diſtreſſes: But Paul, 
I believe, was not in your Practice, when he wrote 
this Teſtimony 3. he durſt truſt his Maſter with his 
Cauſe, that ſeat him forth to Preach the Goſpel. 
But many of our zealous Affirmation-Friends now 
don't at all ſeem to be of Paul's Mind; for inſtead 
of taking Pleaſure in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Ne- 
ceſſities, in Perſecutions and Diſtreſſes for Chriſt's ſake, 
they rather ſeem now to take Pleaſure in Diſputings 
and Contendings, and Preaching up the Solemn Affir- 
mation, as tis called, which I think . 
is very ſtrange Doctrine in this ae 3 Wo 
Day, to come from thoſe that fon in this Day. : 
pretend to be Miniſters of Chriſt, * 
and Children of the Light and of the Day; ſuch 
Practice and Doctrine don't at all ſeem to be like 
Chriſt's, neither like John's, neither like Paul's; nei- 
ther do they ſeem to be like thoſe holy Men, that 
have followed Chriſt through many Tribulations, 
and have waſhed their Robes white in the Blood of 
the Lamb : But rather, Demas-like, are turning in- 
to the World again; or S:mon-like, who wanted to 
be tampering with his Money, that he might gain 
thereby. But the Zealous Diſciple, that would not 
be corrupted with his Money, gave him a ſharp Re- 
proof, ſaying, Thy Money periſh with thee; thou haſt 
; 8 e | -— 
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** were the 
ers of the Goſpel. 


So here we may take notice, that thoſe holy Men 
were for appointing honeſt Men, full of the Holy G hoſt 
and Wiſdom, over the outward Affairs of the Church, 
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vo Part or Lot in this matter; for his Heart was not 


| 7 


right in the fight of God, being in the Gall of Bitterneſs 


and Bond of Iniquity- 


Take notice, all you Affirmation- Men, that have 


been and are ſpending the Publick.Treaſure, that 
is freely given for the Neceſlities of the Poor and 


Needy; and not given to maintain great Whigs and 
Jong Gowns, for that which none of you can ever 
prove to be warrantable by Scripture, I think, in 


This Day of Chriſt's Spiritual Appearance. For if 


1 een, 
Aae i very dark. But the Counſel that you have 
vice, ind, oo gs ſent us of late in the Countries, 
tho it came from fal- | T | hae 
len Angels. ſeems as tho*-you had an Here- 
ditary Right in the Affirmation: 


vou can, do it quickly, to prevent any more Con- 


For I think it is very ſtrange Advice, That none 


in our Day muſt take any Truſt upon them, but 
ſuch only as can take the Affirmation. (Surely this 
Counſel cometh ont of a very dark Book. God's 
Book gives no ſuch Counſel, as I know of, That 


none but ſuch as can take the Afﬀirmation muſt 


take the Overſight and Care of the Widows and 
Fatherleſs, and. ſuch-like Orphans. 
Affirmation-Men of London have forgot your ſelves, 
in ſending ſuch Advice in the Countries. This Ad- 


vice don't ſeem at all to be like the Advice of the 
Twelve, Acts 6. 2, 3, 4. when the Twelve called the 
_ Multitude of the Diſciples unto them, and ſaid, It is 


not Reaſon that we ſhould leave the Word of God, and 


ſerve Tables: Wherefore, Brethren, 
This brave Advice | 
thoſe Miniſters gave, 
lant- 


Seven Men of honeſt Report, full of 
the Holy Ghoſt and Wiſdom, whom 
we may appoint over this Buſine ſs. 


that 


Surely you 


ſaid they, look ye out among t you 
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s that every thing might be kept in order: Thofe 


did not ſeem to ſpend their Time, in that Day, as 

ſome of our pretended Miniſters do in this Day, 
that are ſpending abundance of their time in Wri- 
ting confuſed Controverſie-Books, and Raking up 
the Miſcarriages of poor weak Men, that do not 
pretend to be come to the Knowledge of the Truth, 


as we do this Day. They did not ſeem to be wil- 


ling to leave the Word of God, and ſerve Tables, it 
ſeems: But we will give our ſelves, ſaid they, conti- 
nually to Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word. A 
brave Example indeed! Here they tell us very plain- 
ly how they were devoted to ſpend their Time and 
Service, continually in Prayer, and the Miniſtry of the 
Word. Thoſe did not ſeem ſo much to buſie them- 


"3 ſelves in that Day, in outward Matters, as our Mi- 


niſters do in this Day, that are endeavouring to 
drive all before them in this Day and Time. For I 
count it very ſtrange Driving-work, that none but 
Affir mation-Men muſt take any Truſt upon them, 
in this Day and Time, according to their Advice. 
The Primitive Believers, mentioned As 15. 28. 
gave their Advice with a better Authority in that 
Day, than our Affirmation-Friends do in this Day; 
for, ſaid they, It feemed good ts 
the Holy Ghoſt, and to us, to lay Take notice, all you 
upon you no greater Burthen than Atarmation-Men,they 
theſe neceſſary things, That ye ab- Nere vor willing to 
- . > put a Loke upon the 
ſtain from things, or Meats offer d Neck of the Church 
unto Idols, and from Blood, and as you ſeem to do 


from things ſtrangled, and from this Day. 


Fornication: Here they were for | 
adviſing the Church to keep themſelves from thoſe. 
hurtful things, that might in times paſt have 


been prevalent amongſt thoſe Gentiles. Here they 
ſee med to have the Concurrence of the Holy Ghoſt 


for a Director: But the Advice that our Affir ma- 
tion Friends have ſent us into the Countries 1 
© Þ 2 - | Cem 
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ſeem to come with ſo good Authority, that are 
driving on ſo faſt. ads Ha . 

WMe may remember; that good old Jacob was for 
driving on ſoftly, when his rough Brother Eſau 
met him, mention'd Gen. 33.13. when he ſaid, that 
the Children are tender, and the Flocks and the Herds 
with young are with me, if Men ſhould over-drive them 
one Day, all the Flocks. will die. He did not ſeem to 
be like our Affirmation-Friends, for he was for 


f 


* 
. 


driving on ſoftly, as every thing could bear it: He, 


as a Prince, prevailed with God, as well as Men; 
but our Affir mation-Friends Cauſe don't ſeem to 
prevail; but ſeems to look darker and darker, and 
the very Foundation of it to ſtand very tottering, 
and in great danger of falling quite down. And 
who muſt take the care of the Widow and Father- 
leſs then upon them? You may remember, who it 
was that took care of the poor Widow and Father- 
leſs in Elijab's time, meition'd 1 Kings 17. 13, 14, 
15,16. who had but a little Meal in a Barrel, and a 
little Oil in a Cruiſe, and how it laſted many days. 
The ſame good Hand and Arm, that gave the In- 


_ creaſe in the Meal and in the Oil in that day, ſeems 


to be lighted in this day, by all thoſe that dare not 
leave their cauſe to him, that hath been thus good 
and gracious to many of us in this day, by bringing 


and leading of us out of Egypt's Darkneſs, as It were, 


Into his Marvellous Light: For that was Darkneſs 
 which' might be felt; and the Darkneſs that hath 
- overſpread many of our Affrmation-Friends in this 
day is felt, which is very lamentable to think on, 
That any that have laid their Hand to God's Plow, 
ſhould look back into the World again. It ſeems a 
dangerous ſtate! Like the Dog to his Vomit, and 
the Sow that was-once Waſhed to her Wallowing 
in the Mire again. N : 


Therefore let all our zealous London Affirmation- 


Friends meaſure themſelves by the Scriptures,” be- 
” | | cauſe 
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cauſe they pretend that the Scriptures are their 
Rule, that are the chief Managers, and Contrivers, 
and Propagators, and Solicitors for the Affirma- 


tion. See if they are like thoſe Holy Men, that 


the Scriptures give ſo full an account of, that left 


all, and forſook all, of whom the World was not worthy, - 

who had obtained a good report through Faith. But 
our Affirmation-Friends Faith don't at all ſeem to 
be ſuch, becauſe they have very lately asked, and 
have not received, as is ſaid before; which very 
plainly ſhows, that their Faith is wavering, and 
toſſed about as the Waves of the Sea; their Faith 
not being firmly grounded on Chriſt, the ſure Foug- 
dation and Rock of Ages, as thoſe Holy Men's were 


built upon, mentioned Heb. 11. which is a Recital 


of many wonderful things done by Faith. There 
fore, let all our zealous Affirmation- Friends con- 
ſider, who they are moſt like, that are ſtriving for 
the World, and the Glory and Friendſhip of it; 
for though they ſeem to make uſe of Pauls Doctrine 
or Expreſſions for an Example to cover their Cauſe, 
yet their Life and Practice don't at all ſeem to be 
like Paul's; for he tells us, 1 Cor. 4. 11. Even unte 
this preſent hour, we both hunger and thirſt, and are 


= 7zaked, and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling- 


place. Here Paul don't ſeem to have had great 
{ Sums of Money at command to purchaſe a Law to 

keep him from Sufferings; for in ver. 12. he ſaid, 
and Labour, working with our own hands; being reviled, 


we bleſs, being perſecuted, we ſuffer it. So that Pauls 


Teſtimony 1s ſo very plaia and clear, that there 
is no room left at all to make any Foundation upon 
his Doctrine and Practice, for the Affirmation; for 
he uſed none, as I can find, to gain the World, and 
the Glory of it, for he ſeems rather to Glory in 
Tribulation, alſo knowing, that Tribulation work- 
eth Patience, Rom. 5-3. And alſo his telling us fo 
very plain, that he. rakes pleaſure in Infirmities, in 
; FS Ge 8 Keproaches, 
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no Affir mation-Man at all. 


and Honey : Only, ſaid they, Rebel ye not ag ainſt rhe 
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© Refronches in Necrſſties, in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſs 
For Chrifs ſake : Which Teſtimony of Paul is ſo very 


plain, that he that runs may read, that Paul was 

Surely if you Affrmation-Men were like Paul, 
20 take pleaſure in Infirmities, in Reproaches, in Neceſ- 
ſities, in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes, for Chriſt's ſake, 
you would not ſpend ſo much Time and Money, as, 
you do, to keep from Perſecutions and Diſtreſſes: 
But you are the Troublers of the Church in this 


Day, in its Spiritual Trayels, as thoſe Ten Spies 


were the Troublers of the outward IJſrael in that 
Day, by bringing an evil Report upon the good 


Land (that the Lord gave to Abrabam, Iſaac and 


Facob, for a Poſſeſſion for their Seed to enjoy) for 


they not being Men of a right Spirit, as the other 
two, Caleb and Joſua; but ſaid, The Land through 


which we have gone to Search it, is a Land that eateth 
ap the Inhabitants thereof, and then, by the evil Report 
that thoſe Ten Spies gave, were the Congregation 
diſcouraged ; and they lifted up their Voices, and 
they cryed, and the People wept, that Night, as 
Numb. 13:32. and Chap. 14. 1. and ſo on. So here 
we may plainly ſee, how thoſe Diſcouragers put 
the Congregation out of order, by their Sla- 
viſn Fear, they not having a true and grounded 


Faith in God, that had wrought many wonderful 
Deliverances for them, in many and various ways. 


And fo we may plainly ſee in this day, how a Sla- 
viſh Fear has entred into our Afirmation-Friends,. 
and by their Fear have put many of the Spiritual, 
Travellers out of order: But the other two, Caleb 
and Foſhua, Men of a right Spirit, endeavoured: 
to ſtill the People, ſaying, The Land through which 
we paſſed, it is an exceeding good Land; if, ſaid they, 
the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this 
Land, and give it us; a Land that floweth with Milk. 


Lord, 
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1774 ir fear ye 2 People of he Lane for they ar are 
Bread for ; their defence is departed from them, and 
* Lord is with us; fear them not. | 
Take notice of this Teſtimony, all you ri 
ones, that are afraid of the People of the Lads for © 
if he Lord be with us, in our Spiritual Journey, | 
J believe, he will defend us; for he has not called 
us into this Spiritual Warfare, I believe, but that 
he will defend us, if we are found Faithful to him, 
according to the Meaſure of the Gifts received. 
For outward 1/#ael, in that day, in their outward 
Travels, while they kept under the good Govern- 
ment of their good Guide, no Divination nor In- 
clantment cauſd ever hurt them: But when they 
fel a Luſting and a Murmuring, and a following 
their own luventions; then they fell into many  — 
Miſeries and Grievous Exerciſes. And this ſeems | 
now to be our very Caſe; for while our Friends 
kept under the good Government of the Lord alone, 
and had their whole Dependance upon his Arm, that 
firſt viſited us in much Love, then no Divination. 
nor Inchantment could break the Peace of the 
Church; no Stocking, no Stoning, no Whipping, 
no Impriſonment, or Baniſhment, or even Death 
it ſelf, could then break the Peace of the Church: - 
But now this great Monſter, | 
Fear, the Father of the Arma. Take notice, all you 
lion, or in plain Terms, the De- cha are s Buying mw 
„ as your 
vil, has deluded ſome With his chief Beloved. 
Ane Bait, the Love of the World, 
and the Glory of it; and by ſuch the Peace of the 
Church is broken in this daf. 

This fine Bait it was, that the Devil tempted the 
Prince of Glory with, when he took him up into 
an exceeding high Mountain, and ſhewed him all 
the Kingdoms of the World, and the Glory of them, 
as Matthew (Chap. 4. 8.) gives an Account. But 
then the Devil was orermatch'd, for n oe _ 
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him a ſharp Reproof, ſaying, Ger thee hence, or hes 
hina me, Satan; for it is written, fad Jeſus Chriſt, ON 
thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt | 
thou ſerve. So then the Devil was forced to quit 
the Field, which was enough to bruiſe his Head. 
But what the Devil himſelf could not effect in that 
Day, his next Work was to ſtir up his Inſtruments 
to do his Work for him; ſome of whom ſeemed to 
make as large a Profeſſion as any of our Aﬀirmation- 
1 Friends in this Day, that do pretend to be in the 
Preſence of Almighty God; for they pretended to 
have Abraham to their Father, ſee Fohn 8. 39. But 
| Jeſus told them, verſ. 41. Te do the Deeds of your 
Father. But then they replied, We be not born of 
Wh Fornicat ion, but have one Father, even God. But bleſſed. 
; * __* © Jeſus, ver. 44. told thoſe great Profeſſors, Te are of 
= your Father the Devil, and the Luſts of your Father ye 
Wil will do. He was, ſaid Jeſus Chriſt, a Murtherer from 
ze beginning, and abode not in the Truth. _ 
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So by what hath been faid, it doth plainly appear, 
that the Devil hath been and is a Murtherer and 
| Perſecutor; for John, when he wrote to the Churches, 

| faid, Behold, the Devil ſhall caſt fome of you into Priſon. 
1 And ſo it plainly appears, that all our Afirmation- 
1 Frienqs, that are afraid of Suffer ings, are afraid of 
1 the Devil, and are in Slavery under his Yoke and 

Government, and are a breaking God's Command- 
ments, (while they are in a Slaviſh State of Fear;) 

for the Lord has commanded his Faithful Ones, nor 

zo Fear, as appears by many Scripture-Teſtimonies, 
from the Patriarchs Time to John's Time; for the 

Lord bid or commanded Abraham, Not to Fear; for 1 
5 | am, faid the Lord, thy Shield and thy exceeding great 
WW Reward. And alſo the Lord by his Prophet Iſai ab, as 
I, ſaidd before, encouraged and commanded his Choſen 
People Iſrael, Not to Fear. And Chriſt, the Lamb of 
God, that commanded his little Flock and Followers, 
to love one another, he alſo commanded his, Not to * 
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And alſo when he Revealed himſelf to his Servant 
John, and gave him Directions to write to the 

Churches, he ſaid, Fear none of thoſe things that thou 
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ſhalt ſuffer. And ſo it plainly 
appears to me, To be afraid of Its very plain; chat 


e | 1 the Devil is the Au- 
Sufferings, is no leſs than to be thor of che Affirma- 


afraid of the Devil, who is the ion. 


„% v˙D ꝓF«,/ꝓͥ] SEE. 
So now for our Affirmation-Friends, who are fo 


exceeding Zealous to ſolicit for the Affirmation to 


keep them from Sufferings, and ſtraining the Scrip- 


tures to make their Practice warrantable, and a _ 


Uſing the. Name of "Almighty God in their formal 
Formality or Expreſſions, ſeems plainly to me, That 
all our Affirmation-Friends, that are in that Pra- 


ice, are making a Tool of the Name of Almighty 
God, and a Stalking-horſe of the Scriptures to ſerve 


their own Turns in Carnal Matters. Therefore it 
ſeems full time for all our Affir mation-Friends to 

leave off Pleading their Authority from the Scrip- 
tures for the ng on, and eſpecially from the 
Sayings of Paul; for Paul ſeems to be quite of ano- 
ther Spirit, than our Affir mation-Friends appear to 
be of: For Paul, in all outward Appearance, might 
have ſhunned Sufferings, when he was forewarned 


of it, before it came. For when the Prophet Aga- 


bus took Paul's Girdle, and bound his own Hands and 


Feet, and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, So ſhall the 


Fews at Jeruſalem bind the Man that oweth this Girdle, 
and ſhall deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles, Acts 
21.11. But then, it ſeems, ſome that ſeemed to be 
like our Affirmation-Friends, that are afraid of Suf- 
ferings, beſonght Paul, that he would not go up 
to Feruſalem. Then Paul anſwered them, and ſaid, 
What mean ye to weep, and to break mine heart; for 1 
(ſaid he) am ready not to be bound only, but alſo to die 
at Feruſalem, for the Name of the Lord Feſus. 

_ Take notice, all you Affirmation-Men, that are 
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rr of 3 this Teſtimony of paubs very 


plainly ſhews, that he was not afraid of Suffering, 
but ſtood ſtedfaſt i in his Maſter's Cauſe, and did not 
turn his Back in a Day of Battel, as you ſeem to do 
this Day, that are ſo much afraid of Sufferings; for 
he tells us, he is not only ready to be bound, but to die 
alſo, for the Name of the Lord Feſus. Paul don't ſeem 
at all to make a Tool'of the Name of Almighty God, 


to get great Riches, and ſo protect him from Suf- 


ferings: For he ſeems to contemn the World, and 
count it as Loſs, Droſsand Dung ; which very plainly 
ſhews, that he had gotten Dominion over the World, 
and the Spirit of it, and had gotten full Dominion 
and Victory over this Slaviſh Spirit of Fear. For 
the very Ground-Cauſe of our Friends ſeeking for 
the Affirmation, ſeems to be, Fear of . : 
and the Devil is the very Ground-Cauſe of this 
Slaviſh Spirit of Fear. For Adam, while he kept“ 
God's Commandments, never was under any Slaviſh 


When we come to 
be Renewed up into 
the State of the Second 


Adam, then we ſhall 


ſit under our ownVine 
and under our own 
Fig - tree, Chriſt Jeſus, 

— none can make 
afraid. 


But our a | 


| Friends are not come 
to that State; but ſeem 
to ſit under a ſtrange 
Vine, and to follow 
the Stranger's Voice, 
whilſt they are ſeek- 
ing after the ne 
tion. e 


ginal: 


Fear, as can find; but when the 
Devil got Dominion over him, 
and got him to break God's Com- 


mand, then this Slaviſh Fear en- 


tred. So we may plainly ſee, 


how Guilt brought in Fear; for 
Adam, after he had eaten of the 


Forbidden Fruit, wanted to hide 
himſelf amongſt the Trees of the 
Garden ; for he ſaid, I heard thy 
Voice, and was afraid. 80 it plain 
ly appears, a Guilty Conſcience 
WE him afraid. And ſo we 

may take notice what ſtrange 


Work this great Monſter, Fear, 


has made, ever ſince its firſt Ori- 


For Cain alſo ſcemed to be afraid, after he 


had murder'd his Brother Abe!, that every one that 
met him would hay him; 3 and ſo we may take notice, 
Se ', * Chips 
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that Diſobedience, Rebellion and Guilt brought: 


Fear. And alſo the Old World, they became vain 
5 their Imaginations, and wanted to build them- 


ſelves a high Tower, to get themſelves a Name, and 


ſeemed to be afraid of being ſcattered upon the face 


of the Earth; and the very means they uſed to get 


themſelves a Name, and to keep themſelves from 


being ſcattered, proved the Cauſe of their Diſper- 
ſion, and brought the Diſpleaſure of the Lord a- 
gainſt them. And ſo likewiſe the outward Tſrael, 


in their Travels, even when they ſeemed to be ready 
to enter into the promiſed Land, when they heard © 
of the great Giants, and of their walled Cities, and 
how they compared themſelyes like Graſhoppers, in 
compariſon of the People of the Land; then that 


faint-hearted People fell a crying, and wanted to 


make themſelves a Captain, to lead them back to 
Egypt again. So here we may obſerve, that Diſtruſt, 


Diſobedience, and this Slaviſh Fear, got Dominion, 
not only over particular Perſons, but over great 
Congregations of People. The firſt ſeemed to be 


_ corrected for their Preſumption, and Slaviſh Fear; 


the ſecond ſeemed to be correct- is. ae 
ed for their Rebelling againſt the Much, ona: AE 
Lord, and being afraid of the frmstion-Friude for 


- ANC they i be afraid © 
People of the Land. The firſt of e Ferri * 


was confounded in their Speech Land. , 


or Languages; the ſecond was 


forced to wander about in the Wilderneſs, till their 


Carcaſſes fell there. So here we may take notice, 


that this Slaviſh Fear ſeemed to be the very Ground- 
Cauſe of both their falling into Confuſion in thoſe 
Days; and ſo in this our Time, it ſeems to me, that 
this ſfaviſh Spirit of Fear is the very Ground-Cauſe 


* 


of our falling into Confuſion in theſe our Pays. 


For this Queſtion would put to our Affirmation- 


Friends, to Anſwer if they pleaſe, Whether it is, or 
is not, for fear of Sufferings that the Affirmation is ſo 
much ſolicited for, and ſought after in this Day and T «1 
JJC . 
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__ . _ Fob tells us, Chap. 3. 21. He that doth Truth, com- ane 
es the Light, that his Deeds may be made manifeſt, no! 
de they are wrought in God. For this ſeems to be no 
= the very Cauſe, and the very Merit of the Cauſe of Af 
_ = Hur falling into Confuſion. in this day, Our not bring= pla 
e our Deeds to the Light, that by it they may be made fai 
mai; for it being Light that makes manifeſt. _ are 
Wo . © Therefore it is my deſire, that our great Profef- Jed 
 _ fors, that pretend to be in the Preſence. of Almighty | is 
WW God, would, in a friendly way, anſwer that Que- eri 
tmtion, and not give themſelves the Lye; becauſe the fla 
=_ Portion of the Unbelieving, and Fearful and Lyars, ha 
_ = is very diſmal, according to John's account. And we the 
Wi may remember, it has not always been the greateſt of 
= Profeſſors, that have been always in the righteſ; an 
= Ways; For Peter ſaid to his Maſter, Tho' I ſhould die Fo 
—_ with thee, yet will I not deny thee, Mat. 26. 35. And we | Fo 
_— may take notice, how that great Monſter, Fear; got Ag 
1 Dominion over Peter that very Night; before the pe 
> Cock crew twice, he had deny'd his Maſter thrice. | AJ 
_ 1 The filly Cock awaken'd Peter, as it were, and it #h, 
'F is ſaid, He went out and wept bitterly. He Redeemed SE 
188 his Time, by a Timely Repentance (which is a very | 
=; good Example) and ſo was received into Favour 
18 again. And a little after, when Peter and the other 
_ Apoſtles were beaten before the Council, they went 
4 away, tis ſaid, Rejoycing that they were counted wor- 
3 thy to ſuffer ſhame for his Name, Acts 5.41. And ſo 
— by Repentance, and Amendment, and a new Re- 
_ formation, ſeems to be the only way to bring us | + 
1 meme Lord's Favour aggaͤunsn. 
Ws Now, Friendly Reader, by wat hath been , 
_ it doth very plainly appear, that the old ching 
1 Serpent, called Satan, Devil and Dragon, is the 
=_ only Author of the Affirmation, becauſe that foul +} _ 
WW  . dark Spirit is the Author, and one with that ſla- 
Vin Spirit of Fear, that has been in the World 
| ee.er ſince Man became the DeviPs Bondſlave. For L. 
ies very plain, that Fear of Suffering is the ver7 ! 
5 „ JJ 
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| Ground-Cauſe of our Affirmation-Friends ſeeking 


Ps 
„ 
eſt 7 
be 
> of 


ing 
ade 


fef⸗ 
rhry” 
e- 
the 
ars, 
We 
teſt 
tel 
die 
We 
got 
the 
ice. 
d it 
ned 
ery | 
our 
her 
ent 
or- 


1808 ; 


us James. But our Affirmation- 

I Friends don't at all ſeem like Pe- 
ic his converted State; for he 
mg in his fr Epiſtle, ch. 2. 
the 20. Por what Glory is it, if when ye 
oul be bufeted for your faults, ye take it 
fla- | patiently ? But if when ye do well, 
rid and ſuffer for it, ye take it patiently; 
For This, faith Peter, is acceptable with 
— 4, 
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and ſoliciting for the Affirmation; for if it were 


not for fear of Suffering, we have 
no need to ask and ſolicit for the 
Affir mation. And ſo we may 
aith, Chap. 33. 14. Sinners in Zion 
are afraid, Fearfulneſs hath ſurpri- 


| plainly ſee, it's true, as 1/aiah 


ſed the Hypocrites. Therefore it 


is full time to mark theſe Hypo- 


crites, that are poſſeſſed with this 


flaviſh Fear of Suffering, who 
have been bringing a War into 


the Church of Chriſt, in this Day 


of his Spiritual Appearance, by 
and with their new- invented 


Form, the Affirmation, which is a 
Form that is neither Eſſential nor 


Agreeable to either Law or Goſ- 


Pel, as Ican find: For this was the 
Apoſtle's Advice, to mark them 


that cauſe Diviſions, ROM. 16. 17. 


Therefore it ſeems. to be full 
time to mark theſe Perverters of 
the Sayings of thoſe holy Men of 


God, that lived a Self-denying 


Life, and were the firit Planters 
of the Goſpel; that have been 
n the Affirmation upon 


he Sayings of Peter, Paul and 


It's very plain, that 


it is the fallen Man, 


Innoceney and Simp! 1 
city of God's Spirit, 


him out of the degene- 
rate and fallen State, 


that is ſo much afraid 


of Suffering. 

For it ſeems impoſ- 
fible to me, that thoſa 
that are led and guid» 


ed by the infallible 
Spirit of God ſhould. ® 
be afraid of Sufferings, 
becauſe they are in 


that State that is above 


the Devil, Curſe and 


that is fallen from the 


pagan Man, to lead 


3 


Fall. And ſo it's very : 


plain, that it is the 


Carnal Man that is 


Contending, Diſput- 
ing and Quarreling for 


the Carnal things; and 


while Man abides in 


this State, he cannot 
pleaſe God, nor do his 
Commandments; and 


it is thoſe that do his 


Commandments, that 


have right to eat of the 
Tree of Liſe, and enter 
through the Gate into 


the City; but tis ſaid, 
Without are Dogs, &c. 
Theſe ſeem to be ſuck 
that are Contending, 
Diſputing and Quar- 
reling for the World, 
and things in it; whoſe 


Portion, without Re- 


88 will end in 


ſery. 


— 
— 


God. 
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"Bod; So hete we may very plainly ſee, how Pee, i 
© #eevramended a Suffering State; For, ſaid ic, ver 21% Wl 
+ even hereunto-were ye called; and here he givex# Rea. 
uon ͤ§ßor it, Becauſe, Taid he, Chriſt alſo ſuffer'd for u, 
leaving us an Example, that ye ſhould follow his freps. ll 
This is brave found Doctrine, that Peter recom» ll 
muended, in a general way, to all the Followers of le- 
| fus Chriſt. But how our Affirmation-Preachers will 
recommend ſuch. Doctrine to us in this day, I knowl 
not, becauſe they are ſo much afraid of Suffering. 
Paul alfo, another of our Affirmation-PFriends nal 
Examples, as they pretend, for the Affirmation, a 
Patient Sufferer of the Lamb of God; he tells us, a 
bas been fatd before, he tales pleaſure in Infirmities, ll 


=> for Chriſt's ſake. He alſo exhorts Timothy, 2 Epiſt. 4+ nll 
J. ſaying, But watch thou in all things, endure Afficti nu 
ens, do the Work of an Evangeli*, make full Proof of ry 8 
Miniſtry. Take notice of Pauls Exhortation, all ne 
vou Affirmation- Preachers, and ſee how you can 
exhort your Hearers to indure Aflictions, and how ee 
vou do the Work of an Evangeliſt, and make full Proof ⁵ 
of your Miniſtry, that have been a ſending your Cir- 
. cular Letters into many Parts of England, to ſolicit ll 
for the Affirmation; which very plainly ſhows, you 
are afraid of Sufferings, and which Work is neither 
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75 f ES my Brethren, the Prophets, who have ſpoken in the Name ES, 
| oe the Lord, for an Example (take notice) of [uffering un 
1 Afton and of Patience; and ver. 11. he ſaith, Be- 
Vuold we count them happy which endure; and ſo he ref il 
k to the Patience of Job, and of the Lord's Tender 
e. But it is very plain, that our Afﬀirn 
FPriends have not Patience to endure Affiłt 
if * +, Therefore, not like Peter, Paul, nor James: 
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An Neceſſities, in Reprodches, in Perſecutions, in Diſtreſſes Wn 


32 | like. Peter's, Paul's, nor James's, as I can find; For £ [ = | | 5 
Fa mes, in his General Epiſtle, ch. 5. 10. ſaith, Tae, 


